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Anime and Manga can be overwhelming to new fans, especially with all the different Japanese Terms being thrown around. Long time anime fans know the difference between Shonen and Shoujo off the top of their head, but it can be hard to keep up with it all for new fans. Some think that anime itself is a genre, however anime is a medium and is just
a subcategory of animation with many genres. Anime shares genres with manga, because about 40 percent of anime is adapted from an original manga series. With all of the classifications and names of the different types of anime and manga worldwide, we here at Comicbook want to help you make sense of it all. So here are the five basic types of
anime and how to identify them: Shonen can be translated to mean few years in English, and refers to a younger male audience. Shonen anime usually look to meet all the interests of younger males. Most of the series feature a young male protagonist. Shonen anime have some of the most popular and well known franchise as they contain a little bit of
everything. There’s elements of action, adventure, fighting, drama, comedy, and coming of age. Some of the most popular/well known Shonen anime include: NarutoOne PieceAttack on TitanBleachFull Metal AlchemistFairy TailHunter x Hunter Seinen can be translated as young man in English, and targets the young adult or adult male viewers.
Seinen anime usually have the same stories and themes as shonen, however are more sophisticated than shonen.They are more violent, sexual, satirical, or psychologically intense and therefore cater to a more mature audience. It is popular with high school teens all the way up to businessmen. Some of the most popular/well known

seinen anime include: One Punch ManTokyo GhoulSteins;GateGhost in the ShellBerserk Shoujo is the opposite of shonen, translated in English as young girl. Shoujo focuses more on the interpersonal relationship and romance in the story rather than the fighting and action. The series tend to be more dramatic, but also still include the adventure,
comedy and action that are prevalent in shonen. The protagonist of the story is almost always female. Some of the most popular/well known shoujo anime include: Ouran High School Host ClubMaid Sama!Vampire KnightMy Little Monster Natusme’s Book of Friends As shoujo is the counterpart of shonen, josei is the opposite of seinen. Seinen shows
are targeted towards adult female viewers and focus more on romance than anything. They usually have a more realistic feel than shoujo and feature adult woman. There are more erotic, intense, and dark subjects than other genres. They are based around everyday normal life, but also have dramatic heavy scenes. Some of the most popular/well
known josei anime include: Usagi DropNodame CantabileChihayafaruParadise Kiss Last but not least we have another genre that most have at least seen one show from kodomomuke. Kodomomuke means directed at children in English, and is the only genre suitable for young viewers. They usually are super cute, imaginative, and creative, as well as
has a moral message. The shows usually teach children how to be considerate, behave, and follow the right path to life, while still being fun and exciting. Some of the most popular kodomomuke anime include: PokemonDoraemonDigimon AdventureYoukai WatchHamtaro What is Shoujo Anime? Shoujo anime is an anime that targets a mostly young
female audience. The term shoujo” (/2 %) means “young girl” in Japanese. These anime make their movies interconnected with emotions and romance and are more appealing to teenage girls and young women. Examples include Fruits Basket, Ouran High School Host Club, Sailor Moon, and My Little Monster. anime basically targets a young female
audience, and Shonen anime mostly targets a young male audience. However, both can be enjoyed by viewers of any gender. Let’s understand with this table.ShoujoShonenShoujo anime targets a female audience.Shonen anime targets a male audienceShoujo anime focuses on romance, relationships, and emotional experiencesShonen anime tends to
emphasize action, adventure, and battlesShoujo anime prioritizes character development and emotional depth.Shonen anime may prioritize character growth in the context of action and competitionShoujo anime often has a more detailed and expressive art styleShonen anime may lean towards a more straightforward and dynamic styleShoujo anime
usually features female protagonistsShonen anime features male protagonists. However, both can have diverse casts of characters.Shoujo anime came from the creator, who is also known as the “God of Manga,” Osamu Tezuka. It was during the 1950s and 1960s that the genre began to take shape. The first shoujo manga was Princess Knight (known
as “Ribbon no Kishi” in Japan).Another significant milestone, Sailor Moon” by Naoko Takeuchi, was a Shoujo anime and manga. It became a global phenomenon, combining romance, friendship, and magical girl transformations. Shoujo anime evolved with subgenres such as high school romance, fantasy, historical drama, and science fiction to adapt to
changing societal norms and audience preferences.Related: 19 Top IMDb-Rated Shoujo Anime Series Sorted by IMDb ratings In 2024Yes, Shoujo Anime is a Romance Anime and targets young female audiences. Shoujo anime typically features dreamy and romantic aspects, real feelings, and a strong emphasis on character interactions and emotions,
making it a popular choice for romance-centered stories.However, not all shoujo anime focus solely around romantic relationships, and they may also explore other themes like friendship, personal growth, or fantasy elementsWell, Shoujo anime is typically not proven to be meant for girls. In fact, Shoujo Anime has established a diverse and dedicated
fanbase that includes viewers of all genders and age groups. According to the report, 88.2% of Shoujo anime is watched by young females and 12.8% by young boys and adults. are the most anticipated Shoujo anime to watch in 2024 and these 6 series are one of the top underrated anime movies rated by anime fans. I suggest you check the anime
streaming platforms to find the best shoujo anime, though here are some of the best shoujo anime to watch: Suzume meets a man who is looking for an empty place with a door. She takes him to an old spa resort where they find a weird door. Suzume accidentally trips over a cat statue that magically turns into a real cat and runs away. Afterward, they
notice smoke coming from the resort, so they close the door to keep safe during an earthquake. The man then confesses that he is a “Closer” whose job is to lock doors to prevent supernatural worms from causing earthquakes. Suzume gets involved because she can see these worms and enter another world called Ever-After realm through these
doors. In the city of Nanao, there is a small school. There is a student called Ganta Nakami who has trouble sleeping at night. One day, he goes to his school’s empty astronomical observatory to find some peace and quiet. However, he meets a girl named Isaki Magari there, who is also unable to sleep. They become friends and decide to restart their
school’s astronomy club together. After their father passes away, Ichiro helps his brothers and sisters by drawing manga for young girls’ magazines. As his deadlines become difficult to meet, he realizes he needs someone to assist him. Fortunately, his agent finds Shiori, who is talented and works quickly. But she surprises him by telling him that she
is actually a princess from another planet called the Star People, and they are engaged because Ichiro was stung by her poisonous stinger. Junta Shiraishi is a regular and quiet high school student. He goes unnoticed by his classmates and teachers, like a background character in a video game. But everything changes when Nagisa Kubo, one of his
female classmates, pays attention to him. Nagisa challenges Junta to do things that would make him stand out from everyone else. Kyotaro Ichikawa is a lonely student who is unhappy and feels disconnected from others. He imagines hurting his classmates, who are well-liked by everyone. He learns about murder and the human body by reading an
encyclopedia, intending to harm the popular student named Anna Yamada. But as he observes Anna’s unique qualities and she starts being kinder to him, Kyotaro begins to have feelings for her. As time goes on, their relationship becomes stronger. Amane lives by himself in an apartment. Mahiru, who is the prettiest girl in school, lives right next
door. Although they are classmates, they don’t talk very often. One day, when it’s raining heavily, Amane sees that Mahiru is having some difficulty and kindly lends her his umbrella. In return, she offers to help him at his place as a way of expressing her gratitude. As they spend more time together and become closer, their relationship grows
stronger.Shoujo anime is a captivating world with emotional stories, beautiful visuals, and interesting plots. It includes both classic and modern shows that captivate audiences all around the world. Shoujo anime explores themes like love, friendship, and self-discovery that are relatable to people from different cultures. This makes it a powerful form
of storytelling that resonates with many.Comment to share your favorite shoujo anime and tell me about your experiences with this genre. Anime and Manga can be overwhelming to new fans, especially with all the different Japanese Terms being thrown around. Long time anime fans know the difference between Shonen and Shoujo off the top of
their head, but it can be hard to keep up with it all for new fans. Some think that anime itself is a genre, however anime is a medium and is just a subcategory of animation with many genres. Anime shares genres with manga, because about 40 percent of anime is adapted from an original manga series. With all of the classifications and names of the
different types of anime and manga worldwide, we here at Comicbook want to help you make sense of it all. So here are the five basic types of anime and how to identify them: Shonen can be translated to mean few years in English, and refers to a younger male audience. Shonen anime usually look to meet all the interests of younger males. Most of
the series feature a young male protagonist. Shonen anime have some of the most popular and well known franchise as they contain a little bit of everything. There’s elements of action, adventure, fighting, drama, comedy, and coming of age. Some of the most popular/well known Shonen anime include: NarutoOne PieceAttack on TitanBleachFull
Metal AlchemistFairy TailHunter x Hunter Seinen can be translated as young man in English, and targets the young adult or adult male viewers. Seinen anime usually have the same stories and themes as shonen, however are more sophisticated than shonen.They are more violent, sexual, satirical, or psychologically intense and therefore cater to a
more mature audience. It is popular with high school teens all the way up to businessmen. Some of the most popular/well known seinen anime include: One Punch ManTokyo GhoulSteins;GateGhost in the ShellBerserk Shoujo is the opposite of shonen, translated in English as young girl. Shoujo focuses more on the interpersonal relationship and
romance in the story rather than the fighting and action. The series tend to be more dramatic, but also still include the adventure, comedy and action that are prevalent in shonen. The protagonist of the story is almost always female. Some of the most popular/well known shoujo anime include: Ouran High School Host ClubMaid Sama!Vampire
KnightMy Little Monster Natusme’s Book of Friends As shoujo is the counterpart of shonen, josei is the opposite of seinen. Seinen shows are targeted towards adult female viewers and focus more on romance than anything. They usually have a more realistic feel than shoujo and feature adult woman. There are more erotic, intense, and dark subjects
than other genres. They are based around everyday normal life, but also have dramatic heavy scenes. Some of the most popular/well known josei anime include: Usagi DropNodame CantabileChihayafaruParadise Kiss Last but not least we have another genre that most have at least seen one show from kodomomuke. Kodomomuke means directed at
children in English, and is the only genre suitable for young viewers. They usually are super cute, imaginative, and creative, as well as has a moral message. The shows usually teach children how to be considerate, behave, and follow the right path to life, while still being fun and exciting. Some of the most popular kodomomuke anime include:
PokemonDoraemonDigimon AdventureYoukai WatchHamtaro The world of anime is incredibly diverse. Beyond genres like action and fantasy, there are many more Japanese terms used to group shows. In this article, we’'re asking what shoujo means and represents as an anime genre.While you may have an idea about what shoujo means already, you
may be surprised at just how broad in style this category can be!What Does Shoujo Mean? Genre ExplainedShoujo - also spelt ‘shojo’, ‘shojo’, or in Japanese form /%’ - indicates either an anime or manga aimed at a teen female demographic. The word shoujo translates as ‘young woman’.As with similar terms such as shounen or josei, shoujo is
primarily a way of categorizing Japanese comics and the audience expected to read them.Manga, from which most anime are adapted, are commonly sold by the chapter in magazines featuring many different stories, and each magazine targets a particular demographic.Some of the most popular shoujo manga magazines in Japan include Ciao, Ribon
and Hana to Yume.As you can see from those magazines' websites, all of them are designed to appeal to a young female audience. This audience, however, can include children as young as eight all the way to mid-teens.Older teens and women tend to fall into the josei genre.Related: Anime Genres Explained: From Shonen to Seinen, Shoujo, Josei,
Isekai, and MoreWhat is a Shoujo Anime?As with manga, a shoujo anime is one whose main target audience is a young female demographic.Many of the most popular shoujo anime are adapted from manga that first appeared in shoujo magazines. Fruits Basket was first published in Hana to Yume in 1998, while the Studio Ghibli film Whisper of the
Heart was based on a 1989 manga published in Ribon.However, not all shoujo anime have come through the manga route. Original series, such as Kaleido Star, that share similar characteristics are also classed as shoujo anime.Are All Shoujo Anime Romances?It’s sometimes assumed that shoujo refers to romance anime due to its most popular series
featuring romance as a key element. However, shoujo simply refers to the target demographic and can encapsulate all genres, not just romance.Banana Fish is a great example of a shoujo series that breaks the stereotypical mould. The BL anime stars a New York gang leader and features lots of action, while still hitting some common points seen
across shoujo anime.Banana Fish was well received by a wide audience, despite being classed as shoujo and first appearing in a shoujo magazine.Another good example is Yona of the Dawn. Starring an exiled princess seeking to save her kingdom, the story features many of the plot points you would see in most action adventures.However, by starring
and being written from the viewpoint of a teenage girl, Yona of the Dawn achieves much more success with the shoujo demographic compared to other action titles.Tied to the romance assumption is the idea that shoujo anime must feature female protagonists. While this is certainly common, series such as Banana Fish, My Love Story and Natsume's
Book of Friends show that this isn't always true.Discover: What is the Difference Between Shoujo and Shounen?How to Spot a Shoujo AnimeShoujo anime encapsulate a range of genres and can feature both male and female protagonists. So, in understanding what shoujo anime actually is, you have to look deeper.Instead of traditional genres, what
most clearly separates shoujo is the importance placed on romantic relationships and personal emotions, both of which tend to resonate deeply with the target audience's lived experience.While not always the central focus, relationships often play a key part and are usually handled with more care and nuance than seen in shonen manga, which are
targeted at young males.Below are some popular shoujo anime, along with a small description of their plot. As you can see, while their genres cover fantasy, slice-of-life and action, many of them follow similar emotional themes underneath:Fruits Basket - A young, lonely girl lives on her own until she befriends an attractive and rich family of boys
after discovering their secret.Sailor Moon - Clumsy student Usagi is suddenly given the responsibility of becoming Sailor Moon, a guardian with the power to protect the world from evil monsters.Maid Sama! - A respected student council president works in a maid cafe to earn extra money for her family when the most popular boy in school discovers
her secret.Kamisama Kiss - Kind-hearted Nanami, left homeless by her gambling father, becomes a shrine deity after saving someone and develops affections for the spirit she works with.Kiss Him, Not Me! - High-school student Kae dreams of watching her male classmates get together, but she suddenly becomes beautiful and attracts their attention
herself.Vampire Knight - Yuki helps protect a school teaching humans at day and vampires at night, but her feelings for a handsome vampire student threatens the school's delicate balance.Requiem of the Rose King - This retelling of the War of the Roses sees a young, intersex Richard III struggling to come to terms with himself, his relationships and
the spirits that haunt him.While these are some of the most popular shoujo series, there is a rich history of shows to discover! No matter who you are or what genre you enjoy, there is a shoujo anime for you to fall in love with.Get the latest news and trends direct to your feed by following us on Twitter @epicstreamanime or on Facebook.Read Next:
The Best School Romance Anime You Need to Watch Anime and Manga can be overwhelming to new fans, especially with all the different Japanese Terms being thrown around. Long time anime fans know the difference between Shonen and Shoujo off the top of their head, but it can be hard to keep up with it all for new fans. Some think that anime
itself is a genre, however anime is a medium and is just a subcategory of animation with many genres. Anime shares genres with manga, because about 40 percent of anime is adapted from an original manga series. With all of the classifications and names of the different types of anime and manga worldwide, we here at Comicbook want to help you
make sense of it all. So here are the five basic types of anime and how to identify them: Shonen can be translated to mean few years in English, and refers to a younger male audience. Shonen anime usually look to meet all the interests of younger males. Most of the series feature a young male protagonist. Shonen anime have some of the most
popular and well known franchise as they contain a little bit of everything. There’s elements of action, adventure, fighting, drama, comedy, and coming of age. Some of the most popular/well known Shonen anime include: NarutoOne PieceAttack on TitanBleachFull Metal AlchemistFairy TailHunter x Hunter Seinen can be translated as young man in
English, and targets the young adult or adult male viewers. Seinen anime usually have the same stories and themes as shonen, however are more sophisticated than shonen.They are more violent, sexual, satirical, or psychologically intense and therefore cater to a more mature audience. It is popular with high school teens all the way up to
businessmen. Some of the most popular/well known seinen anime include: One Punch ManTokyo GhoulSteins;GateGhost in the ShellBerserk Shoujo is the opposite of shonen, translated in English as young girl. Shoujo focuses more on the interpersonal relationship and romance in the story rather than the fighting and action. The series tend to be
more dramatic, but also still include the adventure, comedy and action that are prevalent in shonen. The protagonist of the story is almost always female. Some of the most popular/well known shoujo anime include: Ouran High School Host ClubMaid Sama!Vampire KnightMy Little Monster Natusme’s Book of Friends As shoujo is the counterpart of
shonen, josei is the opposite of seinen. Seinen shows are targeted towards adult female viewers and focus more on romance than anything. They usually have a more realistic feel than shoujo and feature adult woman. There are more erotic, intense, and dark subjects than other genres. They are based around everyday normal life, but also have
dramatic heavy scenes. Some of the most popular/well known josei anime include: Usagi DropNodame CantabileChihayafaruParadise Kiss Last but not least we have another genre that most have at least seen one show from kodomomuke. Kodomomuke means directed at children in English, and is the only genre suitable for young viewers. They
usually are super cute, imaginative, and creative, as well as has a moral message. The shows usually teach children how to be considerate, behave, and follow the right path to life, while still being fun and exciting. Some of the most popular kodomomuke anime include: PokemonDoraemonDigimon AdventureYoukai WatchHamtaro Image via TMS
Entertainment Despite the origin of this type of anime and manga, it's not just for teenage girls. | Published: Nov 13, 2023 06:42 pm When watching anime, you may come across a genre tag or indicator that says Shoujo (or Shojo). But what is up with this type of anime? Shoujo anime and manga aren’t just limited to young female fans; it’s just where
companies think most of the money lies. Just like Shonen anime, Shoujo anime is less structured than it may initially seem to those unaware. Outside of marketing, Shoujo is enjoyed by all sorts of viewers, from older women to men of all ages. But what is Shoujo exactly? And how do you spot it? Screengrab via Toei Company While it is often listed as a
genre of anime or manga, Shoujo (sometimes spelled as Shojo) is an editorial term to categorize an anime or manga that appeals to a broad demographic. Shoujo is meant to appeal to anyone within the older girl to young woman range. This roughly covers the ages of 9-19 years old. However, it’s important to note that Shoujo is not exclusive to
individuals who fit into this demographic; it’s simply the demographic that companies identify as their primary consumer base. Yes, Shoujo is technically a marketing term. Still, you can notice some key tropes and formulations that are common (but not required) within the type. Many Shoujo anime and manga focus on female protagonists, first love,
school life, friendships, and sometimes supernatural beings. The style commonly used across many Shoujo works is also distinct, with characters having large, detailed eyes and traditionally feminine symbols such as flowers, frills, and ribbons. Some viewers may also note an increased romanticization of European culture and architecture (desserts,
architecture, aristocratic life) in Shoujo media. via Hulu Understanding what Shoujo is in technical terms doesn’t necessarily determine how to spot Shoujo anime in the wild. Since it is an umbrella term, it’s a little more difficult than finding something more specific like dark comedy or Isekai. It also doesn’t help that Shoujo anime have had much less
traction than it did in the 1990s and early 2000s, so you likely won’t find a suitable collection amongst newly released anime. That’s why we made you an easy-to-read list! Here are some of the most popular and well-regarded Shoujo anime out there: Fruits Basket The Rose Of Versailles Ouran High School Host Club Sailor Moon From Me to You
Cardcaptor Sakura Nana My Love Story!! Blue Spring Ride Vampire Knight Maid Sama! We Got This Covered is supported by our audience. When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn a small affiliate commission. Learn more about our Affiliate Policy The world of manga and anime is organized quite differently than that of Western
comics and animation. Aside from the different genres that exist in Japan, different manga and anime works are also classified based on their targeted demographics. We have already talked about the shonen category, which encompasses manga and anime for boys age 12-18, and in this article, we are going to talk about its gender-based counterpart
- shojo. Shojo anime and manga are designed for a specific target audience - girls aged 12 to 18 years. In the center of the plot, as a rule, there is a girl and the question of her becoming a person; often there are love relationships of varying degrees of intimacy, much attention is paid to the development of characters’ images, male characters are very
beautiful, noble, brave and selfless. This article is going to be all about the shgjo genre. You're going to find out what shojo means, what it represents and how it evolved throughout the years. You're also going to get some information on the most popular and best-selling shojo magazines and titles. It’s going to be fun so stick with us until the end.
Since shojo literally means “girl” in the Japanese language, the genre is in the West known under several different names: girls’ manga, or anime for girls. The parallel terms shonen, seinen, and josei also occur in the categorization of manga and anime, with similar qualifications. The term itself was originally coined by Japanese publishers and
advertisers. Cultural anthropologist Rachel Matt Thorn classifies a Japanese comic as a shojo manga if it has appeared in a shojo manga magazine; this is a very simplistic definition of the genre, but it is not incorrect. Namely, the publishers of the respective magazines announce which manga category a manga magazine specializes in. For example,
Akimi Yoshida’s action thriller Banana Fish is drawn in an atypical shojo manga, realistic and clean style similar to the works of Katsuhiro Otomo, but still appeared in the Bessatsu shojo comic, aimed at middle- and high school-aged girls. The male counterpart to the shojo manga is the shonen manga. The first comics for girls appeared in Japanese
girls’ magazines such as Shojo Club at the beginning of the 20th century. These were drawn by men and were still conceived as “Yonkoma Manga”, i.e., entertaining comic strips. In 1949, for example, Shosuke Kuragane created the comic strip series Anmitsu-hime for the monthly magazine Shojo, in which the names of the main character and all
other characters are derived from sweets. However, girls’ manga only became successful in the form of long comics with a continuous plot, in the form of story manga. Osamu Tezuka created the first story manga for girls from 1953 to 1958 with Ribon no Kishi for Shgjo Club. It was about the Princess Saphir, who is raised as a boy because of the
cunning of an angel who gave her a man’s heart into the world. The angel is sent to earth by God to take away Saphir’s heart so that she can marry the prince from the neighboring kingdom. Tezuka drew inspiration from the female Takarazuka theater company for Ribon no Kishi, and drew the comic using the same tools that had brought him to
success in manga for a male audience—with a proximity to cinematic storytelling and a character design influenced by Disney films. Other male comic artists also created shojo manga along the lines of Ribon no Kishi in the 1950s, often because they were not accepted in shonen manga. Some of these artists, such as Tetsuya Chiba, Leiji Matsumoto,
and Shotaro Ishinomori, went on to become extremely well-known shonen manga authors. The first weekly manga magazines for girls were also founded in 1962 and 1963 - Margaret by the Shueisha Publishing House and Shojo Friend by the Kodansha Publishing House. The monthly manga magazines Ribon and Nakayoshi had already been founded
by these two publishers in 1955. Margaret and Shojo Friend were aimed at a slightly older audience than their monthly counterparts. Although Machiko Hasegawa had already worked for daily newspapers with her comic strip series Sazae-san since 1946, women only later established themselves in the shgjo manga scene. In the 1960s, Toshiko Ueda,
Hideko Mizuno, Miyako Maki, Masako Watanabe, and Chikako Urano gradually shaped the attitude that shgjo manga were comics by women. Chikako Urano achieved popularity with the Attack No. 1 (1968-1971) manga and paved the way for sports in girls’ manga. Sumika Yamamoto created with Ace wo Nerae! a very successful tennis manga from
1972 to 1980. The group of 24 around Moto Hagio, Yumiko Oshima, Keiko Takemiya and Riyoko Ikeda revolutionized the girls’ manga from 1969. The few women who had published shojo manga up until then had followed the patterns set by the men. The 24s changed that with the introduction of new themes and unconventional drawing techniques
focused on aesthetics. In her 1800-page work, The Roses of Versailles (1972-1973), Riyoko Ikeda placed a fictional female character in the context of the French Revolution, who, as a general at the French court, had a man’s job and ultimately died for the revolution. Moto Hagio’s manga Thomas no Shinzo (1973-1975) is about a homosexual love
affair at a European boys’ school. Keiko Takemiya also used the same motif in her bestseller Kaze to Ki no Uta (1976-1984). The popularity of these homoerotic stories influenced many other female mangaka, led to the founding of their own magazines like June, and eventually to the establishment of their own genre (yaoi). With the success of the 24s,
women finally took over the shojo manga and only a few male artists were able to assert themselves in the girls’ manga (such as Shinji Wada, Mitsuru Adachi and Maya Mineo). With magazines like Mimi, which catered to teenage girls ages 14 to 21, more mature shojo manga emerged from the mid-1970s, leading to the development of josei manga in
the early 1980s. One of the most important titles in Mimi was Waki Yamato’s manga adaptation of the classic story Genji Monogatari. In the 1980s, it was mainly everyday stories with self-mockery that prevailed in shojo manga. Manga like Momoko Sakura’s Chibi Maruko-chan (since 1987) about the life of a naughty elementary school student and
Noriko Sasaki’s veterinarian series Dobutsu no Oisha-san (1989-1994) sold several million copies. Towards the end of the 1980s, many animators who had first worked in the amateur manga scene made professional publications, including Yun Kouga, Minami Ozaki, and the animator team CLAMP. From 1992 to 2004, Yoko Kamio created Hana Yori
Dango, the best-selling girl manga in Japan with sales of 55 million. The focus is on a girl from a poor background who goes to a rich private school and finds herself involved in love affairs there. A comic series about girls who transform into superheroes with magical abilities was created by Naoko Takeuchi with Sailor Moon (1992-1997). Sailor Moon
achieved international fame. As we finish our article, we are going to bring you a short list of the best shojo anime series you can watch. Some of them are classics, others are still running, but all of the titles on this list are definitely worth a watch in our opinion and you can pick any of them to start with. The titles are going to be placed in no specific
order, so this is not an actual top list, but rather a list of the 10 best shojo titles you can enjoy, without thinking about whether one of them is better than the other: Fruits Basket Natsume’s Book of Friends Banana Fish Nana The Rose of Versailles (Lady Oscar) Cardcaptor Sakura Skip Beat! Kaichou wa Maid-sama! Kamisama Hajimemashita
LovelyxComplex Anime and Manga can be overwhelming to new fans, especially with all the different Japanese Terms being thrown around. Long time anime fans know the difference between Shonen and Shoujo off the top of their head, but it can be hard to keep up with it all for new fans. Some think that anime itself is a genre, however anime is a
medium and is just a subcategory of animation with many genres. Anime shares genres with manga, because about 40 percent of anime is adapted from an original manga series. With all of the classifications and names of the different types of anime and manga worldwide, we here at Comicbook want to help you make sense of it all. So here are the
five basic types of anime and how to identify them: Shonen can be translated to mean few years in English, and refers to a younger male audience. Shonen anime usually look to meet all the interests of younger males. Most of the series feature a young male protagonist. Shonen anime have some of the most popular and well known franchise as they
contain a little bit of everything. There’s elements of action, adventure, fighting, drama, comedy, and coming of age. Some of the most popular/well known Shonen anime include: NarutoOne PieceAttack on TitanBleachFull Metal AlchemistFairy TailHunter x Hunter Seinen can be translated as young man in English, and targets the young adult or
adult male viewers. Seinen anime usually have the same stories and themes as shonen, however are more sophisticated than shonen.They are more violent, sexual, satirical, or psychologically intense and therefore cater to a more mature audience. It is popular with high school teens all the way up to businessmen. Some of the most popular/well
known seinen anime include: One Punch ManTokyo GhoulSteins;GateGhost in the ShellBerserk Shoujo is the opposite of shonen, translated in English as young girl. Shoujo focuses more on the interpersonal relationship and romance in the story rather than the fighting and action. The series tend to be more dramatic, but also still include the
adventure, comedy and action that are prevalent in shonen. The protagonist of the story is almost always female. Some of the most popular/well known shoujo anime include: Ouran High School Host ClubMaid Sama!Vampire KnightMy Little Monster Natusme’s Book of Friends As shoujo is the counterpart of shonen, josei is the opposite of seinen.
Seinen shows are targeted towards adult female viewers and focus more on romance than anything. They usually have a more realistic feel than shoujo and feature adult woman. There are more erotic, intense, and dark subjects than other genres. They are based around everyday normal life, but also have dramatic heavy scenes. Some of the most
popular/well known josei anime include: Usagi DropNodame CantabileChihayafaruParadise Kiss Last but not least we have another genre that most have at least seen one show from kodomomuke. Kodomomuke means directed at children in English, and is the only genre suitable for young viewers. They usually are super cute, imaginative, and
creative, as well as has a moral message. The shows usually teach children how to be considerate, behave, and follow the right path to life, while still being fun and exciting. Some of the most popular kodomomuke anime include: PokemonDoraemonDigimon AdventureYoukai WatchHamtaro Manga and Anime are known for a large variety of genres.
In this article, we will look at what is Shoujo anime? How is Shoujo anime different from Seinen anime?I always recommend readers explore different anime terms and terminologies to understand the Anime fully. Anime is a very vast tv or digital program backed by unnumbered genres and categories.If one anime series has intense fighting with a
roller-coaster adventure like Seinen anime, the other could have deep romance and intimacy. So let’s explore what is Shoujo anime and what Shoujo means in Anime.Shoujo or Sojo anime is the female counterpart of Shonen Anime and is targeted at the young female age group of 11-19 years. Shojo (V%) is a Japanese term that means ‘Girl’ and is
used to designate a social category of girls.In Shojo Anime, the main protagonists are young girls that attract large female audiences. Over time, Shoujo comes with diverse subgenres, including comedy, action, romance, sensuality, drama, fantasy, etc.In the early 20th century, broad journals targeted youths, including the initial Shoujo manga. Then,
when Shoujo started to establish itself as a unique subgenre of manga, it has gone through a period of dynamic production that started in the 1950s.In reality, the term “Shojo manga” denotes a demographic audience rather than a particular style or genre. Girls or young girls are often the subjects of particular aesthetic, visual, and dramatic
characteristics.This is the beauty of Japanese animation which has a specified genre for each category of fans. Target audiences are used to categorize the Japanese manga market, with the main subgenres - such as Shoujo for females and Shonen for boys - being separated by gender.And age-based categories, such as Seinen for men and Josei for
women. As a result, Shoujo or Shojo manga is often regarded as a manga that is targeted toward young adults and teenage women.What is Shoujo anime history?I hope you understand what is Shoujo anime and the meaning of Shoujo anime or Shojo Anime, now time to look at the history of Shojo Anime.The first Shoujo manga ever written is Shojo
Kai and produced in 1903 and followed by Shojo Sekai in 1906 and Shojo no Tomo in 1908. Usually, the satirical cartoons in these publications were just a few pages long.These were created by interns looking to acquire expertise in an attempt to eventually create political satire for newspapers. The period, during and over the 1900s, is known as the
Golden period for Shojo manga and Anime.The majority of Shoujo manga creators were women by the early 1970s, yet editorial roles at Shojo manga journals were still predominately held by men. However, popular national events like liberation movements, make turned into positive results.In addition to being widely available in Japan today, Shoujo
comics have become more common in English as time has gone on. Presently, the most widely read magazine for Shoujo literature is Ribon Magazine, which is produced by Shueisha. Also, read What Was The First Anime Ever Made?What kind of Anime is Shoujo? Is Shoujo a romance?Knowing what is Shoujo anime is not sufficient to fully grasp the
meaning of Shoujo anime. Since Shojo Anime mainly referred to the female demographic with a female protagonist, viewers are confused about whether Shoujo is a romance genre.Let me clear you Shoujo is not a romance anime but a female-targeted category that has a female as the lead role. Exactly like a male lead role in Shonen Anime, Shojo has
females in all forms of action, comedy, adventure, etc.The initial production of Shojo Anime, however, focused on the romance genre to target both boys and girls. With the expansion of the Shojo genre, we have seen more subgenres besides romance only.Unconventional Shoujo manga like Banana Fish is a fantastic example that breaks the stereotype
of romance. Lots of action is there in the series, which also touches on several Shoujo tropes and depicts a New York gangster as the series’ main character.If you understand what is Shoujo anime and what kind of Anime is Shoujo then these 5 best Shoujo anime are worth watching.1. Orangeln Orange, Takamiya Naho is introduced. Ten years in the
future, she received a mysterious postcard in the mailbox dedicated to her.It is hard to dispute the legitimacy of the letter due to the flawless overview of the day, which includes the relocation of a new student.Naho’s future self urges her former actions to take the correct choice at that moment, explaining how she laments several of her previous
behaviors, specifically towards the freshman.2. Banana FishA teenage squad commander looking for redemption is pitted against a mafia boss entitled Dino in the narrative. Among the Shoujo anime on the ranking, this is perhaps the best action-packed.Ash and Eiji are the central characters of a criminal drama. The manga from the 1980s that greatly
impacted Shonen and Seinen is being adapted into this.3. Sailor MoonA wealth of material that celebrates women’s liberation has taken cues from the Sailor Moon series. Sailor Moon is a unique anime since it was the only one on television at that time with a female lead battling the forces of darkness.Usagi’s mission as Sailor Moon is to find/protect
the Moon Princess while battling the Dark Kingdom'’s terrible Queen Beryl.4. Yona Of The DawnYona, a princess who lives in the made-up country of Kuoka, is the focus of the story. Yona had a lovely existence until her father is killed and her cousin takes the kingdom, shattering everything.In order to overcome her naivete and retake the throne,
Yona must face some unpleasant truths; she is expecting that an old tale will show her the way.5. Kageki ShoujoSarasa Watanabe had long wanted to join an all-female theatrical company as an Otokoyaku, a performer who performs masculine roles. Sarasa, the main character, is a happy and upbeat young woman who, in the opinion of others around
her.She seems to be too large and loud to be a professional actor in the opera realm. Nevertheless, she is adamant about pursuing her goal of one day being the greatest of the finest in opera.Closing WordsHope you got everything about what is Shoujo anime, what does Shoujo anime mean, and what type of Anime is Shojo. A female protagonist plays
the lead part in Shojo Anime, which targets the female audience.Indeed, initially, Shoujo anime was produced to illustrate the romance category including deep love and sensuality. Due to time, Shojo Anime expand the categories, and the main female protagonist starts involved in dark horror, intense action, fighting with goons, etc.I hope you loved
this article in which we talked about what is shoujo anime and the top 5 shoujo anime to watch. When people think of anime, many imagine vibrant action scenes and epic battles. But there’s a softer side to the medium that focuses on heartfelt stories and relatable characters. Girly anime, often referred to as shoujo, captures the essence of love,
friendship, and personal growth. This genre is beloved for its emotional depth and charming visuals, offering something uniquely captivating for its audience. In this article, we look at what defines shoujo anime and why it continues to resonate with fans around the world. Understanding Shoujo Anime Shoujo anime is a genre primarily targeted at
young girls, though its appeal extends to a much broader audience. The stories often center on themes of romance, friendship, and self-discovery, which reflect on experiences and emotions that resonate with viewers. Many shoujo series feature female protagonists who navigate challenges in their personal lives, forming relationships and learning
about themselves along the way. These narratives are brought to life with expressive character designs, soft color palettes, and a focus on emotional storytelling. What sets shoujo apart is its ability to create heartfelt connections through relatable characters and universal themes. The genre covers a wide range of subgenres, including romantic
comedies, fantasy adventures, and high school dramas. Shows like Sailor Moon and Fruits Basket have become cultural icons that showcased the genre’s ability to blend meaningful stories with imaginative settings. Ultimately, shoujo anime offers an enthralling blend of romantic comedy and emotional depth, inviting everyone into its lively world. The
evolution of techniques in anime has enhanced its global appeal, allowing genres like shoujo to captivate audiences worldwide. Historical Roots of Shoujo The roots of shoujo anime trace back to the early 20th century, when Japan’s entertainment industry began producing content aimed at young girls. In the 1920s, girls’ magazines like Shoujo no
Tomo gained popularity, featuring illustrations and serialized stories that focused on friendship, love, and personal growth. During the 1950s and 1960s, manga artists such as Osamu Tezuka played a key role in shaping the genre. Tezuka’s Princess Knight, published in 1953, is often considered one of the first shoujo works, featuring a strong female
protagonist in a medieval setting. This story challenged traditional gender roles and introduced themes of courage and individuality. By the 1970s, the genre saw further evolution with the emergence of the “Year 24 Group,” a collective of female manga creators including Keiko Takemiya and Moto Hagio, who brought more complex storytelling and
deeper emotional themes to shoujo. The influence of these early creators extended into the world of anime during the 1970s and 1980s. Series like Candy Candy and The Rose of Versailles adapted popular shoujo manga for television audiences, showcasing dramatic plots and intricate character development. These works cemented shoujo as a genre
that could blend imaginative visuals with meaningful narratives, thus creating a legacy that continues to inspire today’s anime creators. Key Themes and Elements Shoujo anime is known for its heartfelt storytelling and relatable characters. Several themes and elements are commonly found in this genre, and these give it a unique charm that appeals
to its audience. Below are the key aspects that define shoujo anime. Romance: Love stories are central to many shoujo series, often depicting first crushes, complicated relationships, and emotional growth. These stories focus on the feelings and challenges that come with love. Friendship: Strong bonds between friends are a recurring theme,
highlighting loyalty, trust, and support. These relationships often play an essential role in the characters’ personal development. Coming-of-Age: Many shoujo anime center on characters discovering themselves and finding their place in the world. This theme includes overcoming insecurities and learning valuable life lessons. Fantasy and Adventure:
Some shoujo series incorporate magical settings, mythical creatures, or epic quests. These elements provide an imaginative backdrop while maintaining emotional depth. Expressive Art Style: Shoujo anime is recognized for its detailed character designs, large expressive eyes, and soft color palettes. The visuals help convey the emotions and mood of
the story. Slice of Life: Everyday experiences are often depicted with warmth and authenticity. These stories resonate with viewers by reflecting relatable moments from daily life. These elements, combined with the genre’s focus on heartfelt themes, create compelling stories that resonate with anyone who appreciates the emotional depth and
personal growth that shoujo anime offers. Additionally, shoujo anime often highlights Japanese customs and traditions and incorporates cultural aspects that provide viewers with an immersive experience in Japanese culture. Shoujo’s Cultural Influence Shoujo anime has left a lasting impression on both Japanese and global pop culture. Its themes of
love, friendship, and personal growth have resonated with audiences of all ages, extending far beyond its intended demographic. Popular series like Sailor Moon have introduced viewers worldwide to the genre, creating a foundation for modern anime fandom. The characters, storytelling, and art style of shoujo have inspired countless adaptations,
merchandise, and fan creations. The genre has also shaped other forms of storytelling, influencing films, TV shows, and even fashion. Shoujo anime often incorporates distinct styles and aesthetics that resonate with fans and spark trends, particularly in streetwear and cosplay communities. Additionally, its themes of emotional resilience and authentic
relationships have inspired creators across different media. By focusing on universal emotions, shoujo anime continues to bridge cultural gaps, connecting audiences around the world. In Western animation, narrative styles inspired by anime, including shoujo, have introduced complex character arcs and intricate plots. Shoujo anime remains a lively
force that is continually evolving alongside society. Popular Shoujo Series Shoujo anime has introduced viewers to some of the most beloved and memorable series in the medium. These shows are known for their engaging stories, emotional depth, and relatable characters. Below are some of the most popular shoujo titles that have captured audiences
around the world. Sailor Moon: A story about a young girl who discovers she is a magical warrior destined to protect the world. This series combines romance, friendship, and epic battles against evil. Fruits Basket: A heartfelt tale of a kind-hearted girl who becomes involved with a family cursed to transform into zodiac animals. The story focuses on
healing, acceptance, and personal growth. Ouran High School Host Club: A romantic comedy about a girl who stumbles into an elite school’s host club and is mistaken for a boy. The series explores themes of identity and relationships with humor and charm. Cardcaptor Sakura: A magical girl series about a young girl who discovers she has the power
to capture mystical cards. The show combines adventure, friendship, and a touch of romance. The Rose of Versailles: A historical drama set during the French Revolution, following the life of Oscar, a noblewoman raised as a soldier. The series blends romance, politics, and personal struggles. Diverse Audience Appeal Shoujo anime may be aimed at
young girls, but its themes and storytelling appeal to a wide range of viewers. Stories about love, friendship, and self-discovery resonate with people of all ages and backgrounds. The relatable emotions and universal experiences portrayed in shoujo series make them accessible to anyone seeking heartfelt and engaging narratives. The genre’s
flexibility also allows it to attract different audiences. Romantic comedies, historical dramas, and fantasy adventures offer something for every taste. While some viewers are drawn to the emotional depth of shows like Fruits Basket, others enjoy the humor and charm of titles like Ouran High School Host Club. This variety ensures that shoujo anime
remains a favorite among anime fans worldwide, regardless of age or gender. Conclusion Shoujo anime offers a unique blend of heartfelt storytelling, relatable characters, and beautiful art that has captivated audiences for decades. Its themes of love, friendship, and personal growth create a genre that feels both timeless and universal. Whether
through classic series or modern interpretations, shoujo anime continues to showcase the power of stories that connect us all. También puedes leer este articulo en:Espaiiol Have you ever wondered what anime genre may be the one for you? Well, if you enjoy the genres that are stereotypically female, then you will love shoujo anime! The word
"shoujo" is literally the Japanese word for "girl." Shoujo series are directed towards young, teenage girls. Still, that does not mean boys or adult women cannot enjoy a good shoujo series! Shoujo anime will typically feature romance as part of the main storyline. There are an endless number of shoujo anime and manga on the market revolving around
high school romances. The romances in shoujo anime tend to be more idealistic in nature with themes like "love at first sight" or "love has always been at your side." While I hate to make it sound negative, I would rather describe it as the fantasy romance that many girls dream of.Many characters in shoujo tend to battle some sort of conflict within
themselves whether it's something as simple as being painfully shy, having an inferiority complex, or even trying to achieve a dream, but many of the issues are ones that girls do face as adolescents. One really funny series is a manga called Heroine Shikkaku, by Koda Momoko, where the main character Hitori thought of herself as the heroine in her
own story who was destined to end up with her childhood friend Rita, and labeled everyone else as a side character from reading too many romance novels. This actually may affect some teens who are passive and believe that things will just work out in their favor. There's also Fruits Basket, in which Tohru must cope with the loss of both of her
parents and attempt to live independently while trying to fulfill the dream of her mother. Many teenagers have to cope with the loss of a loved one so many may be able to sympathize with Tohru.There are a few notable traits of shoujo heroines. One would be naivety such as in the case of Hikari from Special A, who is so naive, she can't fathom the
concept of romance in her own life. Many shoujo heroine believe in the goodness of people and cannot think that others have bad intentions. There are quite a few shoujo heroine who will stand up for their friends, no matter how vile and selfish they really are, and defend them to the end. Shoujo heroine tend to be the pure type with many outstanding
qualities that bring out the goodness in some and make others feel completely dirty, but the shoujo series themselves will revolve around these endearing characters and show how they brighten up the world. It's truly a genre for making us believe that there are good people out there.Shoujo tends to be a more lighthearted genre compared to some
others. Many are full of exciting doki doki moments like Kimi ni Todoke where you can't help but cheer on Sawako through her transformation in school and get excited about her love life. It is a very lighthearted shoujo anime, but it still has you on the edge hoping that everything works out, but true to many shoujo anime, Sawako still retains her
innocence believing that a rival in love is a commendable thing instead of taking it as a chance to best someone else. Then Kaichou wa Maid-sama is also a very lighthearted anime, but it still seems to capture many fans and has many moe moments!Contrary to popular belief, shoujo does not always entail a high school life, though many do take place
in high school and some may take place in middle school. Some may take place in college or further down the line as adults. Enjouji Maki is an example of a popular shoujo mangaka whose works tend to revolve around office ladies or young adults more so than high school girls. Sub Categories Despite what people think shoujo it, it can be fairly
complex and does not solely consist of romance. There are many sub genres including fantasy, yaoi, magical girl, historical fiction, harem and ladies' comics. Yaoi is a very popular genre in shoujo, so much so that there are many jokes about girls liking yaoi in many different series across the board. Yaoi and shounen ai are very popular genres
amongst girls, so it is no surprise that a large collection does exist as shoujo manga, but the love may continue for many girls as they become young adults so the genre does extend into the josei category as well.Fantasy, supernatural, and historical fiction are common themes in shoujo, aside from the usual school life genre. A very popular series that
has even been licensed in the USA is Tsuki no Shippo by Ueda Rinko which takes place at a time when ninja were believed to have existed and the main character is a kunoichi, Usagi who is supposed to marry another ninja. Despite having an aspect of romance, the series really revolves around personal growth than anything else, which goes to show
you that shoujo isn't all romance.Another notable subgenre of shoujo, almost as notable as yaoi, would be reverse harems. Yes, ladies get their own harems as well! These tend to have a singular female character surrounded by males who adore her. We have seen many become anime like Saiunkoku Monogatari, Yamato Nadeshiko Shichi Henge, and
Ouran High School Host Club from manga, but many do come from visual novels as well like Amnesia, Diabolik Lovers, and Starry Sky. There are so many moe moments and scenes that drive you mad, it's worth watching at least once. Still, it is not a genre that is so plentiful in anime the way harems are. Reverse harems are more plentiful as otome
games or manga, but the ones that are in animated form as still very fun to watch!While the shoujo genre tends to be misconstrued as innocent at times, [ want to make note that it is not as innocent as it may seem. That's when Ladies' Comics come into play. Once known for publishing josei, now Ladies' Comics publishes more steamy manga for the
enjoyment of adolescent girls or office ladies. As a subgenre, this may be labeled as smut, involving something slightly more toned down than hentai, but it can be pretty graphic.Although there may be aspects that are fairly serious in nature like rape, the mangaka will add in a budding romance between both parties making it seem more innocent and
endearing than it really is. A popular mangaka who does just this is Shinjo Mayu whose works rarely seem to start off with mutual feelings. Of course, when these are made into anime, they are slightly toned down. Mitsu x Mitsu Drops (Honey x Honey Drops) by Minami Kanan is an OVA where you can get an idea of what may be included in the
manga, but it won't give you anything graphic.Now, a really popular subgenre of shoujo that draws in a large male audience would be the magical girl subgenre, but that isn't to say that all magical girl anime is also shoujo. Bishoujo Senshi Sailor Moon is a magical girl anime that is also shoujo for its character traits and the themes in the anime, while
the magical girl anime Mahou Shoujo Madoka Magica is not a shoujo anime. A few other notable magical girl anime that are also shoujo would be Shugo Chara and Kamichama Karin whose heroines are very idealistic and pure in nature, and the plots are more lighthearted in content. Publication of the original manga series is also a way to categorize
a series into the selected genre, which may confuse some western audiences because of its notable difference from others in the same genre. An example would be the Deep Love series that is clearly more mature in content and not as idealistic as other shoujo manga, but because the manga is published in a shoujo magazine, it is is a shoujo
manga.When western audiences try to categorize anime as shoujo, many anime tend to be mislabeled as shoujo because often times, westerners will categorize anime that contain romance as shoujo such as Ah! My Goddess. Sometimes anime with generally female audiences will also be mislabeled as shoujo like Azumanga Daioh. Both of these anime
are not shoujo, but they just happen to feature romance so it is a misconception that all romances are shoujo. It would be important to note that Gekkan Shoujo Nozaki-kun, an anime voted to be the funniest of 2014, is also an anime that can be misconstrued as shoujo, but it is actually a shounen anime. Shoujo is a pretty lighthearted genre, but it does
have many complexities. However, despite being aimed at younger girls, many people can have an appreciation for shoujo anime and manga. Surprisingly enough, the Koreans and the Chinese have a form of shoujo in their own manhwa and manhua so they, too, can enjoy the genre. Some notable ones are The Flower Ring, Angel Diary, and The
Bridge of the Water God. Regardless of what form you choose to enjoy shoujo in, it is a very fun genre with many feel good moments. I know I have my own favorite shoujo mangaka that I absolutely love. Who else out there enjoys a good shoujo series? Anyone recommend anything? Please share your thoughts!



