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Many	schools	are	deep	into	exploring	how	they	can	better	lean	into	what	we	know	about	the	science	of	reading	to	help	students	learn	to	read.	An	essential	part	of	any	science	of	reading–aligned	literacy	curriculum	is	phonics.	What	is	phonics?	We’ve	spelled	out	(ha,	see	what	we	did	there?)	the	basics	for	you	and	answered	some	frequently	asked
questions.	Letters	+	Sounds	=	Phonics	You’ve	heard	it	mentioned	as	essential	for	kids	learning	to	read	(it	is!),	but	what	is	phonics,	really?	Phonics	is	the	knowledge	of	how	spoken	sounds	(phonemes)	can	be	represented	by	written	letters	(graphemes).	Phonics	connects	phonological	awareness—the	ability	to	hear	and	work	with	spoken	words,	word
parts,	and	individual	sounds—to	written	language.	Source:	@wimberleydyslexiacenter	Why	is	phonics	important?	Phonics	is	the	basis	for	decoding,	or	what’s	often	called	“sounding	out”	words.	Decoding	is	what	happens	when	a	reader	looks	at	a	word	in	print	and	uses	the	sounds	of	each	letter	to	figure	out	what	it	says.	Phonics	is	also	at	the	heart	of
encoding,	which	is	attaching	letters	to	the	sounds	in	a	spoken	word	in	order	to	write	it	down.	Reading	research	tells	us	that	humans	use	multiple	areas	of	their	brains	to	put	together	spoken	sounds,	written	symbols,	and	the	meaning	of	words	in	order	to	read	and	write.	We	don’t	start	out	with	established	pathways	between	these	areas;	we	build	them
through	learning	and	practice.	“Orthographic	mapping”	is	the	process	by	which	our	brains	connect	the	sounds,	letters,	pronunciation,	and	meaning	of	a	word.	When	a	word	is	“mapped”	in	our	brains,	we	can	read	and	write	it.	Phonics	knowledge	is	an	essential	ingredient	for	this	process	to	happen.	Phonics	is	important	in	the	very	early	stages	of
reading	and	writing	as	students	learn	letter	names,	sounds,	and	symbols.	It	stays	important	as	readers	grow;	more	advanced	readers	need	phonics	lessons	about	more	complex	spelling	patterns,	like	vowel	patterns,	and	skills	like	using	syllable	types	to	read	and	spell	longer	words.	Where	do	I	start	with	teaching	phonics?	To	successfully	acquire
phonics	skills—attaching	letters	to	spoken	sounds	in	words—a	student	needs	to	be	able	to	hear	those	sounds	in	spoken	language.	Phonological	(sound)	awareness	skills	must	be	nurtured	before	and	alongside	phonics	skills.	Think	about	it:	A	child	has	to	be	able	to	hear	that	the	first	sound	in	“bat”	is	/b/,	to	learn	that	the	letter	b	is	the	first	in	that	word.
Check	out	our	list	of	phonological	awareness	activities	for	fun	ideas	in	this	area.	Source:	National	Center	on	Improving	Literacy	The	“alphabetic	principle”	is	also	at	the	starting	line	of	phonics	instruction.	This	is	the	understanding	that	a	written	letter	spells	a	sound,	and	that	written	letters	in	a	certain	order	can	spell	the	sounds	in	words.	To	build
students’	grasp	of	the	alphabetic	principle,	we	teach	letter	sounds	along	with	symbols	and	letter	names.	This	often	means	helping	kids	learn	a	keyword	for	each	letter	of	the	alphabet—a	reminder	word	that	is	an	example	of	each	letter	sound.	(Our	favorite	YouTuber	for	kids,	Jack	Hartmann,	has	plenty	of	songs	that	teach	keywords!)	Source:	“Learning
Letter	Sounds,	Version	2”	by	Jack	Hartmann	Helping	students	learn	to	blend	letter	sounds	is	empowering	and	can	start	early.	It	gets	exciting	fast!	For	instance,	as	soon	as	students	know	the	consonants	m,	t,	d,	and	s	and	short	sound	of	a,	they	can	spell	and	read	a	whole	list	of	words,	like	mad,	tad,	mat,	sat,	sad,	and	more.	Is	phonics	boring?	No!
Phonics	instruction	doesn’t	have	to	be	old-school	or	boring.	High-quality	phonics	instruction	is	full	of	chances	for	kids	to	use	fun	materials	and	learn	through	games,	play,	and	all	their	senses.	What	kid	wouldn’t	have	fun	blending	words	on	train	tracks	or	blending	up	letter	sounds	in	a	toy	blender?	Source:	@ohheyletsplay	Source:	@kinderkish	It’s	also
important	to	note	that	phonics	need	not	(and	should	not)	be	the	only	focus	of	students’	literacy	learning.	Reading	involves	the	integration	of	many	skills.	Besides	phonics,	instruction	that	helps	build	fluency,	comprehension	skills,	vocabulary,	and	background	knowledge	is	also	integral	for	students’	success.	What’s	the	best	phonics	program?	There	are
lots	of	high-quality	resources	available	to	help	educators	successfully	instruct	kids	in	phonics—and	“instruct”	is	the	key	word	here.	The	science	of	reading	tells	us	loud	and	clear	that	explicit	and	systematic	instruction	in	phonics	is	the	gold	standard.	When	we	tell	kids	exactly	how	our	language’s	code	works	and	give	them	lots	of	chances	to	practice
using	it,	they	can	build	the	brain	connections	they	need	to	become	readers.	Check	out	the	National	Institute	for	Literacy’s	“Put	Reading	First”	resource	for	a	full	rundown	on	types	of	phonics	instruction.	Explicit	and	systematic	instruction	means	following	a	thoughtful	scope	and	sequence.	Having	a	roadmap	helps	make	sure	skills	get	presented	in	a
logical	order	and	that	nothing	gets	missed.	There	isn’t	one	perfect	order	to	teach	phonics	skills,	though	most	successful	phonics	sequences	follow	the	same	general	flow:	consonant	sounds	and	short	vowels,	digraphs	and	blends,	and	vowel	patterns.	One	great	example	is	from	Mrs.	Winter’s	Bliss.	It’s	important	to	circle	back	to	review	previously	taught
skills	often.	Source:	Mrs.	Winter’s	Bliss	A	great	phonics	program	also	gives	kids	the	chance	to	apply	their	skills	to	real	reading.	There	are	lots	of	strong	choices	for	decodable	text—reading	material	that	includes	a	careful	sequence	of	phonics	demands.	Elise	Lovejoy,	literacy	advocate,	teacher,	and	founder	of	Express	Readers,	explains	decodable	text	as
a	chance	to	“give	learning	readers	a	place	to	practice	newly	acquired	skills,	review	previously	learned	skills,	practice	fluency	and	comprehension	with	text	that	can	be	decoded	by	the	student,	[and]	to	provide	practice	that	requires	attention	to	text	(and	does	not	promote	or	require	guessing).”	Source:	Express	Readers	Want	to	learn	more?	Don’t	miss:
10	Helpful	Science	of	Reading	PD	Books	for	Teachers	What	Makes	a	Good	Decodable	Text?	How	To	Set	Up	a	Sound	Wall	in	Your	Classroom	Which	phonics	resources	do	you	love?	Tell	us	in	the	comments!	Want	more	articles	like	this?	Be	sure	to	subscribe	to	our	newsletters.	You've	been	there	for	their	first	steps,	then	their	first	words.	Now	watch	your
child	embark	on	their	journey	to	becoming	a	confident	lifelong	reader.	Free	trial	Reading	is	an	extraordinary	thing.	It	is	one	of	the	most	important	skills	acquired	in	early	childhood.	And	while	it's	distinctly	unnatural,	it	forms	an	intrinsic	part	of	our	lives.	Reading	is	taken	for	granted	by	most	of	us,	that	is,	until	it's	time	to	help	our	own	kids	learn	to
read.	And	if	you're	not	a	teacher	or	a	literacy	expert,	it	can	be	extremely	difficult	to	know	where	to	start.	There	have	been	many	methods	of	teaching	children	how	to	read	in	the	past,	but	current	best	practice	research	promotes	phonics	in	early	reading	programs.	Phonics	is	one	of	the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read,	alongside	phonemic
awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency	and	comprehension.	What	is	phonics?	Phonics	is	a	method	of	instruction	that	helps	children	learn	and	be	able	to	use	the	alphabetic	principle	–	the	concept	that	words	are	made	up	of	letters,	and	letters	represent	sounds.	Phonics	instruction	does	this	by	teaching	children	to	decode	words	by	sounds	–	showing	them	how
to	make	connections	between	the	letters	of	written	texts	(graphemes,	or	letter	symbols)	and	the	sounds	of	spoken	language.	One	of	the	major	difficulties	children	can	have	when	learning	to	read	is	understanding	phonics.	Failure	to	grasp	that	printed	symbols	represent	the	sounds	of	spoken	words	makes	it	impossible	to	become	a	fluent	reader.
Children	who	are	unable	to	link	letters	to	their	sound(s)	will	struggle	to	read.	Research	shows	that	phonics	instruction	is	essential	for	any	program	that	aims	to	teach	children	how	to	read.	Without	an	understanding	of	the	relationship	between	letters	and	sounds,	the	process	of	reading	cannot	occur.	How	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teach	phonics	skills?
ABC	Reading	Eggs	reinforces	phonics	skills	by	teaching	letter‑sound	combinations	with	one‑on‑one	instructional	lessons,	games	and	e-books. Free	trial	So	now	that	we	understand	that	phonics	is	the	process	of	connecting	the	smallest	units	of	sound	(phonemes)	with	its	corresponding	letter/s	(grapheme),	let's	have	a	look	at	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs
helps	to	build	key	phonics	skills	in	young	children.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	are	taught	the	letters	(graphemes)	that	represent	the	corresponding	phonemes.	They	also	learn	to	blend	them	together	into	words.	For	example,	a	child	is	taught	to	read	the	letters	in	a	word	like	b‑a‑t,	and	then	merge	them	to	pronounce	the	word	bat.	A	phoneme	can	be
represented	by	one,	two,	three	or	four	letters	(such	as	“ough”	in	“dough”).	Of	course,	there	are	some	words	that	cannot	be	learned	by	breaking	them	into	smaller	parts.	Children	must	learn	them	by	sight,	and	these	words	are	known	as	sight	words.	Learn	more	about	sight	words	here.	Helping	a	child	learn	to	read	is	complex,	and	it	requires	expertise.
Since	reading	is	such	an	essential	skill	for	children	to	learn,	it's	important	to	get	it	right.	Teaching	reading	should	be	guided	by	a	solid	scientific	knowledge	base,	with	support	starting	from	home.	An	instructional	reading	program	like	ABC	Reading	Eggs	that	combines	phonics,	sight	words	and	opportunities	for	regular	reading	practise,	has	been
shown	to	be	a	highly	effective	way	to	help	children	learn	to	read.	Try	ABC	Reading	Eggs	for	free	today	with	a	30‑day	trial.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	features	highly	engaging	lessons	that	support	young	learners	along	their	reading	journey.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	introduced	in	its	own	lesson	with	a	focus	on	reinforcing
letter‑sound	relationships	and	highlighting	the	alphabetic	principle. Try	a	sample	lesson	of	ABC	Reading	Eggs	here.	The	sequence	of	instructional	activities	includes	rhymes,	alliteration,	breaking	words	into	syllables,	phonemic	segmentation	and	manipulation	tasks.	The	program	is	easy	to	follow	and	highly	motivating	for	young	learners,	which
encourages	them	to	keep	learning	and	improving	from	beginning	to	end.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	builds	other	essential	reading	skills,	alongside	phonics	Here's	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teaches	essential	skills	in	phonics,	phonemic	awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency,	spelling	and	comprehension	(the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read):	Comprises
highly	structured,	systematic	and	sequential	skills-based	lessons	and	activities	Offers	an	early	and	continued	focus	on	phonemic	awareness	as	well	as	grapheme-phoneme	(letter-sound)	correspondence	knowledge	Includes	some	lessons	that	teach	children	how	to	blend	all	the	way	through	a	word	in	order	to	read	it	The	highly	engaging	activities	in
ABC	Reading	Eggs	cover	the	five	essential	components	of	reading,	including	phonics	and	phonemic	awareness.	Teaches	children	how	to	segment	words	in	order	to	spell	them,	and	reinforces	the	connection	between	blending	and	segmenting	with	a	variety	of	interactive	games	and	activities	Builds	automaticity	of	a	core	list	of	high-frequency	sight
words	Provides	repetition	of	activities	and	re-reading	of	texts	to	build	fluency	Includes	vocabulary	activities	that	ensure	reading	for	meaning	is	central.	How	your	child	will	benefit	from	ABC	Reading	Eggs'	phonics	approach	ABC	Reading	Eggs	has	been	developed	by	a	team	of	educators	with	over	30	years	of	experience.	The	program	teaches	children
to	decode	words	into	sounds,	and	encode	sounds	into	words.	This	happens	within	a	wide	range	of	activities	that	feel	like	a	game.	This	way,	young	learners	stay	engaged	and	motivated	as	they	practise.	As	covered	earlier,	children	begin	by	learning	the	appropriate	sound	for	each	letter	of	the	alphabet,	including	letter	combinations.	Each	letter	of	the
alphabet	is	featured	in	its	own	lesson,	and	lessons	build	on	one	another	systematically.	By	lesson	9,	children	are	able	to	read	their	first	book.	Each	lesson	ends	with	a	book	that	matches	your	child's	current	reading	ability,	providing	them	with	the	thrill	of	reading	on	their	own!	ABC	Reading	Eggs	is	designed	by	experts	to	build	your	child's	reading	and
phonics	skills	in	a	supportive	and	encouraging	way,	boosting	their	confidence	at	every	step.	Free	trial	In	the	first	60	lessons	of	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	read	a	variety	of	interesting	and	engaging	books	that	use	some	of	the	words	introduced	and	reinforced	by	the	lessons.	The	program	responds	to	readers	at	their	level	of	ability,	making	it	possible
for	children	to	consistently	read	at	their	own	individual	level.	This	is	extremely	beneficial	for	their	learning	and	overall	confidence.	As	well	as	working	through	the	alphabet	and	the	sounds	that	each	letter	makes,	ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	includes	lessons	on	phonics	skills	such	as	working	with	beginning	and	end	blends	of	letters,	the	variety	of	sounds
that	vowels	make,	diphthongs,	consonant	letter	sounds	such	as	soft	c,	g	and	y,	silent	letters,	double	letter	sounds,	word	families	and	how	to	work	through	words	with	more	than	one	syllable.	See	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	works	with	a	free	trial	Not	only	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	use	proven	methods	to	build	essential	phonics	and	reading	skills,	the
program	is	also	so	much	fun!	Children	love	playing	the	games	and	earning	rewards	as	they	learn	and	develop	a	real	love	of	reading.	By	using	the	ABC	Reading	Eggs	program,	children	learn	to	read	in	an	enjoyable	way.	All	of	the	lessons	are	embedded	in	game‑like	activities	that	encourage	children	to	play	as	they	learn.	When	they	succeed,	they	are
rewarded	with	prizes,	such	as	the	golden	eggs	they	receive	at	the	end	of	each	activity	completed.	With	the	lessons	being	so	fun,	young	readers	enjoy	spending	time	using	ABC	Reading	Eggs—and	the	more	time	they	spend	in	the	program,	the	more	that	they	learn!	It's	what	makes	the	program	so	successful	in	homes	across	169	different	countries.	See
how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	can	help	your	child	learn	to	read	in	just	weeks.	Start	your	free	trial	here	today	and	join	over	20	million	users	worldwide.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The
licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or
build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain
or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Phonics	When	you	read,	the	sounds	are	represented	by	26
letters	of	the	alphabet.	Associating	sounds	with	letters	of	the	alphabet	is	called	phonics.	Copyright	©2005-2009	Carol	Moore.	All	rights	reserved	Phonics	is	the	idea	that	every	word	can	be	broken	into	individual	sounds	(phonemes),	and	each	of	those	sounds	can	be	represented	by	letters.	It’s	one	of	the	building	blocks	of	the	reading	process.	We	teach
new	readers	that	each	letter	makes	its	own	sound(s).	When	you	combine	those	sounds	together,	you	get	a	word.	The	process	of	sounding	out	a	word	is	known	as	decoding,	and	it	goes	hand-in-hand	with	phonics.	Of	course,	the	English	language	is	a	tricky	one,	with	letter	combinations	like	/sh/	and	/th/	that	make	entirely	new	sounds.	It	also	includes	long
and	short	vowel	sounds,	silent-E	words,	R-controlled	vowels,	and	more.	Phonics	helps	emergent	readers	learn	to	recognize	all	of	these	patterns	and	the	sounds	they	make,	building	on	their	skills	over	time.	“Give	a	man	a	fish,	and	he	eats	for	a	day.	Teach	a	man	to	fish,	and	he	eats	for	a	lifetime.”	Decades	of	research	have	shown	that	phonics	and
decoding	are	extremely	effective	in	teaching	reading.	When	you	make	the	connection	between	letters	or	letter	patterns	and	sounds,	you	can	decode	the	vast	majority	of	words	you	come	across.	Of	course,	students	must	also	develop	their	vocabulary	to	understand	new	words,	but	phonics	gives	them	the	ability	to	read	the	written	words	themselves.	As	a
part	of	the	science	of	reading,	phonics	has	clear	benefits	for	all	readers.	An	emphasis	on	phonics	generally	helps	kids	learn	to	read	faster,	developing	the	fluency	they	need	to	become	proficient	readers.	You	can	start	preparing	your	child	for	phonics	at	a	very	young	age,	by	developing	what’s	known	as	“phonemic	awareness.”	Essentially,	this	means
helping	children	to	recognize	different	sounds,	and	hearing	those	individual	sounds	within	words.	Then,	move	on	to	learning	the	alphabet	and	matching	letters	with	the	sounds	they	make.	Finally,	kids	are	ready	to	combine	those	sounds	into	words.	Many	experts	recommend	teaching	letter	phonics	non-alphabetically,	to	help	kids	master	letters	in	an
order	that	gets	them	reading	real	words	more	quickly.	The	sooner	they’re	able	to	read	simple	words,	the	more	excited	they’ll	be.	Here	are	just	a	few	expert-recommended	letter	orders	to	consider:	Once	emergent	readers	master	basic	letter-sound	correlations,	they’re	ready	to	learn	more	complex	phonics	skills	like	letter	blends	and	patterns,	and	rules
like	silent-E.	Phonics	remains	important	throughout	the	elementary	years,	until	students	have	developed	strong	reading	fluency.	Here	are	the	skills	and	concepts	to	teach	in	preschool	through	second	grade,	and	some	activity	ideas.	Children	often	learn	best	through	play.	Finding	ways	to	make	learning	phonics	fun	will	keep	them	engaged	and
motivated.	Making	your	phonics	lessons	more	interactive	and	enjoyable	can	help	your	child	to	participate	actively,	which	enhances	their	ability	to	absorb	and	retain	the	concepts.	One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	make	learning	phonics	fun	is	with	a	program	like	ABCmouse.	Full	of	games,	songs,	colorful	lessons,	and	interactive	stories	ABCmouse	transforms
the	traditional	approach	to	phonics	into	an	engaging	adventure.	Children	can	play	their	way	through	learning	letter	sounds,	blending,	and	word	recognition.	Here	are	some	of	the	ways	ABCmouse	makes	learning	phonics	fun.	In	games	like	Mr.	Wordsmith’s	Word	Machine,	Children	select	initial	consonant	blends	to	name	objects	generated	by	Mr.
Wordsmith’s	Word	Machine.	When	an	item,	such	as	a	truck,	appears,	they	complete	the	word	by	choosing	the	correct	consonant	blend	for	the	missing	letters.Silent	E	Card	Tricks	Teaches	the	silent	‘e’	rule	through	a	story-based	game,	transforming	CVC	words	to	magic	‘e’	words.	ABCmouse	has	a	variety	of	phonics	memory	match	games	designed	to
help	students	practice	letter-sound	associations.	This	helps	to	connect	phonemic	awareness	with	reading	fluency	in	a	fun	way.	This	collection	of	free	printable	phonics	worksheets	provides	an	overview	of	vowel	sounds,	consonant	blends,	syllables,	digraphs,	silent	letters,	and	more.	We	recommend	using	these	phonics	worksheets	with	children
in	kindergarten	and	up.		ABCmouse’s	reading	program	is	packed	with	hundreds	of	activities	designed	to	help	young	children	build	foundational	phonics	skills.	Through	a	personalized	learning	path,	kids	can	progress	at	their	own	pace,	making	learning	fun	and	engaging.	Dive	into	the	ABCmouse	Reading	Program	and	start	your	phonics	journey	sign	up
today!		The	approach	you’ll	take	in	helping	your	child	learn	phonics	will	vary	as	they	get	older,	as	will	the	sounds	and	words	they	work	on.	Use	the	following	information	to	help	guide	you	as	you	teach	your	child	phonics	over	the	years	or	to	children	of	different	ages.	Preschoolers	should	focus	heavily	on	phonemic	awareness:	the	ability	to	hear
individual	sounds	within	words.	They	may	also	learn	the	alphabet,	and	begin	to	make	connections	between	the	letters	and	the	sounds	they	make.	Some	pre-K	kids	are	able	to	sound	out	(decode)	short	words,	but	if	your	child	isn’t	there	yet,	that’s	just	fine.	Be	patient,	and	let	kids	progress	at	their	own	pace.	Learn	more	about	teaching	phonics	to
preschoolers.	Kindergarteners	should	master	the	alphabet	and	make	letter-sound	correspondence	automatic.	They	learn	long	and	short	vowel	sounds,	and	use	their	phonics	skills	to	start	decoding	CVC	(consonant-vowel-consonant)	words.	Use	this	time	to	build	a	strong	phonics	foundation,	giving	new	readers	the	skills	they’ll	use	in	the	years	to	come.	
Discover	more	about	teaching	phonics	to	kindergarteners	here,	with	ideas	like:	Letter	Swat	Letter	Races	Consonant-Vowel	Ball	Bounce	CVC	Playdough	Squish	CVC	Nonsense	Words	By	first	grade,	kids	should	be	fluent	in	basic	phonics	and	letter-sound	correspondence.	Now	they’re	ready	for	more	advanced	phonics	concepts,	like	blends,	digraphs,	and
silent-E	words.	Each	of	these	skills	will	help	them	decode	more	complex	words,	expanding	the	selection	of	texts	they	can	tackle.	Get	more	information	on	teaching	phonics	to	first	graders	here,	using	activities	like:	Letter	Blend	Sort	Digraph	Flowers	Magic	E	Wands	Active	“-Ing”	Words	Syllable	Cut-and-Assemble	Second	graders	should	be	comfortable
using	phonics	to	sound	out	many	words,	and	just	need	to	add	a	few	new	skills	to	their	toolkit.	They	learn	concepts	like	vowel	teams,	prefixes	and	suffixes,	and	irregular	but	common	patterns.	This	prepares	them	to	decode	nearly	any	word	they	come	across	that	follows	regular	spelling	patterns.		Find	out	more	about	teaching	phonics	to	second	graders
here,	with	activities	and	ideas	like:	Vowel	Walk	Bossy	R	Prefix	Flip	Books	Suffix	Wands	Q-U	Wedding	Our	team	of	ABCmouse	Curriculum	Experts,	made	up	of	talented	professionals	in	early	childhood	education	and	development,	take	a	close	look	at	educational	content	and	learning	claims.	They	put	in	the	effort	to	make	sure	our	information	is	accurate
and	current.	We	have	a	certified	educator	or	another	respected	authority	review	the	content,	matching	their	expertise	with	the	topic	at	hand.	They’ll	make	sure	the	content	is	thorough	and	follows	the	latest	research	and	educational	guidelines.	If	they	think	we	can	make	things	even	better,	they’ll	chat	with	our	editorial	team,	and	we’ll	make	those
improvements	right	away.	Only	after	a	reviewer	gives	their	thumbs-up	does	a	piece	of	content	get	the	official	stamp	of	approval	in	the	byline.	Legal	Disclaimer:	Any	information,	materials,	or	links	to	third-party	resources	are	provided	for	informational	purposes	only.	We	are	not	affiliated	with	and	do	not	sponsor/endorse	these	third	parties	and	bear	no
responsibility	for	the	accuracy	of	content	on	any	external	site.	How	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our
latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest
gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery
of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	Favorites	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must
give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The
license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	You've	been	there	for	their	first	steps,	then	their	first	words.	Now	watch	your	child	embark	on	their	journey	to	becoming	a	confident	lifelong	reader.	Free	trial	Reading
is	an	extraordinary	thing.	It	is	one	of	the	most	important	skills	acquired	in	early	childhood.	And	while	it's	distinctly	unnatural,	it	forms	an	intrinsic	part	of	our	lives.	Reading	is	taken	for	granted	by	most	of	us,	that	is,	until	it's	time	to	help	our	own	kids	learn	to	read.	And	if	you're	not	a	teacher	or	a	literacy	expert,	it	can	be	extremely	difficult	to	know
where	to	start.	There	have	been	many	methods	of	teaching	children	how	to	read	in	the	past,	but	current	best	practice	research	promotes	phonics	in	early	reading	programs.	Phonics	is	one	of	the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read,	alongside	phonemic	awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency	and	comprehension.	What	is	phonics?	Phonics	is	a	method	of
instruction	that	helps	children	learn	and	be	able	to	use	the	alphabetic	principle	–	the	concept	that	words	are	made	up	of	letters,	and	letters	represent	sounds.	Phonics	instruction	does	this	by	teaching	children	to	decode	words	by	sounds	–	showing	them	how	to	make	connections	between	the	letters	of	written	texts	(graphemes,	or	letter	symbols)	and
the	sounds	of	spoken	language.	One	of	the	major	difficulties	children	can	have	when	learning	to	read	is	understanding	phonics.	Failure	to	grasp	that	printed	symbols	represent	the	sounds	of	spoken	words	makes	it	impossible	to	become	a	fluent	reader.	Children	who	are	unable	to	link	letters	to	their	sound(s)	will	struggle	to	read.	Research	shows	that
phonics	instruction	is	essential	for	any	program	that	aims	to	teach	children	how	to	read.	Without	an	understanding	of	the	relationship	between	letters	and	sounds,	the	process	of	reading	cannot	occur.	How	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teach	phonics	skills?	ABC	Reading	Eggs	reinforces	phonics	skills	by	teaching	letter‑sound	combinations	with	one‑on‑one
instructional	lessons,	games	and	e-books. Free	trial	So	now	that	we	understand	that	phonics	is	the	process	of	connecting	the	smallest	units	of	sound	(phonemes)	with	its	corresponding	letter/s	(grapheme),	let's	have	a	look	at	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	helps	to	build	key	phonics	skills	in	young	children.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	are	taught	the	letters
(graphemes)	that	represent	the	corresponding	phonemes.	They	also	learn	to	blend	them	together	into	words.	For	example,	a	child	is	taught	to	read	the	letters	in	a	word	like	b‑a‑t,	and	then	merge	them	to	pronounce	the	word	bat.	A	phoneme	can	be	represented	by	one,	two,	three	or	four	letters	(such	as	“ough”	in	“dough”).	Of	course,	there	are	some
words	that	cannot	be	learned	by	breaking	them	into	smaller	parts.	Children	must	learn	them	by	sight,	and	these	words	are	known	as	sight	words.	Learn	more	about	sight	words	here.	Helping	a	child	learn	to	read	is	complex,	and	it	requires	expertise.	Since	reading	is	such	an	essential	skill	for	children	to	learn,	it's	important	to	get	it	right.	Teaching
reading	should	be	guided	by	a	solid	scientific	knowledge	base,	with	support	starting	from	home.	An	instructional	reading	program	like	ABC	Reading	Eggs	that	combines	phonics,	sight	words	and	opportunities	for	regular	reading	practise,	has	been	shown	to	be	a	highly	effective	way	to	help	children	learn	to	read.	Try	ABC	Reading	Eggs	for	free	today
with	a	30‑day	trial.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	features	highly	engaging	lessons	that	support	young	learners	along	their	reading	journey.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	introduced	in	its	own	lesson	with	a	focus	on	reinforcing	letter‑sound	relationships	and	highlighting	the	alphabetic	principle. Try	a	sample	lesson	of	ABC	Reading	Eggs
here.	The	sequence	of	instructional	activities	includes	rhymes,	alliteration,	breaking	words	into	syllables,	phonemic	segmentation	and	manipulation	tasks.	The	program	is	easy	to	follow	and	highly	motivating	for	young	learners,	which	encourages	them	to	keep	learning	and	improving	from	beginning	to	end.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	builds	other	essential
reading	skills,	alongside	phonics	Here's	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teaches	essential	skills	in	phonics,	phonemic	awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency,	spelling	and	comprehension	(the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read):	Comprises	highly	structured,	systematic	and	sequential	skills-based	lessons	and	activities	Offers	an	early	and	continued	focus	on
phonemic	awareness	as	well	as	grapheme-phoneme	(letter-sound)	correspondence	knowledge	Includes	some	lessons	that	teach	children	how	to	blend	all	the	way	through	a	word	in	order	to	read	it	The	highly	engaging	activities	in	ABC	Reading	Eggs	cover	the	five	essential	components	of	reading,	including	phonics	and	phonemic	awareness.	Teaches
children	how	to	segment	words	in	order	to	spell	them,	and	reinforces	the	connection	between	blending	and	segmenting	with	a	variety	of	interactive	games	and	activities	Builds	automaticity	of	a	core	list	of	high-frequency	sight	words	Provides	repetition	of	activities	and	re-reading	of	texts	to	build	fluency	Includes	vocabulary	activities	that	ensure
reading	for	meaning	is	central.	How	your	child	will	benefit	from	ABC	Reading	Eggs'	phonics	approach	ABC	Reading	Eggs	has	been	developed	by	a	team	of	educators	with	over	30	years	of	experience.	The	program	teaches	children	to	decode	words	into	sounds,	and	encode	sounds	into	words.	This	happens	within	a	wide	range	of	activities	that	feel	like	a
game.	This	way,	young	learners	stay	engaged	and	motivated	as	they	practise.	As	covered	earlier,	children	begin	by	learning	the	appropriate	sound	for	each	letter	of	the	alphabet,	including	letter	combinations.	Each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	featured	in	its	own	lesson,	and	lessons	build	on	one	another	systematically.	By	lesson	9,	children	are	able	to	read
their	first	book.	Each	lesson	ends	with	a	book	that	matches	your	child's	current	reading	ability,	providing	them	with	the	thrill	of	reading	on	their	own!	ABC	Reading	Eggs	is	designed	by	experts	to	build	your	child's	reading	and	phonics	skills	in	a	supportive	and	encouraging	way,	boosting	their	confidence	at	every	step.	Free	trial	In	the	first	60	lessons
of	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	read	a	variety	of	interesting	and	engaging	books	that	use	some	of	the	words	introduced	and	reinforced	by	the	lessons.	The	program	responds	to	readers	at	their	level	of	ability,	making	it	possible	for	children	to	consistently	read	at	their	own	individual	level.	This	is	extremely	beneficial	for	their	learning	and	overall
confidence.	As	well	as	working	through	the	alphabet	and	the	sounds	that	each	letter	makes,	ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	includes	lessons	on	phonics	skills	such	as	working	with	beginning	and	end	blends	of	letters,	the	variety	of	sounds	that	vowels	make,	diphthongs,	consonant	letter	sounds	such	as	soft	c,	g	and	y,	silent	letters,	double	letter	sounds,	word
families	and	how	to	work	through	words	with	more	than	one	syllable.	See	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	works	with	a	free	trial	Not	only	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	use	proven	methods	to	build	essential	phonics	and	reading	skills,	the	program	is	also	so	much	fun!	Children	love	playing	the	games	and	earning	rewards	as	they	learn	and	develop	a	real	love	of
reading.	By	using	the	ABC	Reading	Eggs	program,	children	learn	to	read	in	an	enjoyable	way.	All	of	the	lessons	are	embedded	in	game‑like	activities	that	encourage	children	to	play	as	they	learn.	When	they	succeed,	they	are	rewarded	with	prizes,	such	as	the	golden	eggs	they	receive	at	the	end	of	each	activity	completed.	With	the	lessons	being	so
fun,	young	readers	enjoy	spending	time	using	ABC	Reading	Eggs—and	the	more	time	they	spend	in	the	program,	the	more	that	they	learn!	It's	what	makes	the	program	so	successful	in	homes	across	169	different	countries.	See	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	can	help	your	child	learn	to	read	in	just	weeks.	Start	your	free	trial	here	today	and	join	over
20	million	users	worldwide.	“I	would	say	this	is	one	of	the	best	phonics	games	apps	I	have	come	across.”	“If	you	have	a	child	who	is	learning	to	read,	I	would	definitely	recommend	checking	out	the	Read	with	Phonics	Games	and	Phonics	App!”	“Make	phonics	fun	through	playing	simple,	clear	phonics	games	with	letter	sounds!”	“Phonics	games	that
have	been	designed	with	children	in	mind	every	step	of	the	way.”	You've	been	there	for	their	first	steps,	then	their	first	words.	Now	watch	your	child	embark	on	their	journey	to	becoming	a	confident	lifelong	reader.	Free	trial	Reading	is	an	extraordinary	thing.	It	is	one	of	the	most	important	skills	acquired	in	early	childhood.	And	while	it's	distinctly
unnatural,	it	forms	an	intrinsic	part	of	our	lives.	Reading	is	taken	for	granted	by	most	of	us,	that	is,	until	it's	time	to	help	our	own	kids	learn	to	read.	And	if	you're	not	a	teacher	or	a	literacy	expert,	it	can	be	extremely	difficult	to	know	where	to	start.	There	have	been	many	methods	of	teaching	children	how	to	read	in	the	past,	but	current	best	practice
research	promotes	phonics	in	early	reading	programs.	Phonics	is	one	of	the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read,	alongside	phonemic	awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency	and	comprehension.	What	is	phonics?	Phonics	is	a	method	of	instruction	that	helps	children	learn	and	be	able	to	use	the	alphabetic	principle	–	the	concept	that	words	are	made	up
of	letters,	and	letters	represent	sounds.	Phonics	instruction	does	this	by	teaching	children	to	decode	words	by	sounds	–	showing	them	how	to	make	connections	between	the	letters	of	written	texts	(graphemes,	or	letter	symbols)	and	the	sounds	of	spoken	language.	One	of	the	major	difficulties	children	can	have	when	learning	to	read	is	understanding
phonics.	Failure	to	grasp	that	printed	symbols	represent	the	sounds	of	spoken	words	makes	it	impossible	to	become	a	fluent	reader.	Children	who	are	unable	to	link	letters	to	their	sound(s)	will	struggle	to	read.	Research	shows	that	phonics	instruction	is	essential	for	any	program	that	aims	to	teach	children	how	to	read.	Without	an	understanding	of
the	relationship	between	letters	and	sounds,	the	process	of	reading	cannot	occur.	How	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teach	phonics	skills?	ABC	Reading	Eggs	reinforces	phonics	skills	by	teaching	letter‑sound	combinations	with	one‑on‑one	instructional	lessons,	games	and	e-books. Free	trial	So	now	that	we	understand	that	phonics	is	the	process	of
connecting	the	smallest	units	of	sound	(phonemes)	with	its	corresponding	letter/s	(grapheme),	let's	have	a	look	at	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	helps	to	build	key	phonics	skills	in	young	children.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	are	taught	the	letters	(graphemes)	that	represent	the	corresponding	phonemes.	They	also	learn	to	blend	them	together	into	words.
For	example,	a	child	is	taught	to	read	the	letters	in	a	word	like	b‑a‑t,	and	then	merge	them	to	pronounce	the	word	bat.	A	phoneme	can	be	represented	by	one,	two,	three	or	four	letters	(such	as	“ough”	in	“dough”).	Of	course,	there	are	some	words	that	cannot	be	learned	by	breaking	them	into	smaller	parts.	Children	must	learn	them	by	sight,	and	these
words	are	known	as	sight	words.	Learn	more	about	sight	words	here.	Helping	a	child	learn	to	read	is	complex,	and	it	requires	expertise.	Since	reading	is	such	an	essential	skill	for	children	to	learn,	it's	important	to	get	it	right.	Teaching	reading	should	be	guided	by	a	solid	scientific	knowledge	base,	with	support	starting	from	home.	An	instructional
reading	program	like	ABC	Reading	Eggs	that	combines	phonics,	sight	words	and	opportunities	for	regular	reading	practise,	has	been	shown	to	be	a	highly	effective	way	to	help	children	learn	to	read.	Try	ABC	Reading	Eggs	for	free	today	with	a	30‑day	trial.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	features	highly	engaging	lessons	that	support	young	learners	along	their
reading	journey.	In	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	introduced	in	its	own	lesson	with	a	focus	on	reinforcing	letter‑sound	relationships	and	highlighting	the	alphabetic	principle. Try	a	sample	lesson	of	ABC	Reading	Eggs	here.	The	sequence	of	instructional	activities	includes	rhymes,	alliteration,	breaking	words	into	syllables,	phonemic
segmentation	and	manipulation	tasks.	The	program	is	easy	to	follow	and	highly	motivating	for	young	learners,	which	encourages	them	to	keep	learning	and	improving	from	beginning	to	end.	ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	builds	other	essential	reading	skills,	alongside	phonics	Here's	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	teaches	essential	skills	in	phonics,	phonemic
awareness,	vocabulary,	fluency,	spelling	and	comprehension	(the	five	essential	elements	of	learning	to	read):	Comprises	highly	structured,	systematic	and	sequential	skills-based	lessons	and	activities	Offers	an	early	and	continued	focus	on	phonemic	awareness	as	well	as	grapheme-phoneme	(letter-sound)	correspondence	knowledge	Includes	some
lessons	that	teach	children	how	to	blend	all	the	way	through	a	word	in	order	to	read	it	The	highly	engaging	activities	in	ABC	Reading	Eggs	cover	the	five	essential	components	of	reading,	including	phonics	and	phonemic	awareness.	Teaches	children	how	to	segment	words	in	order	to	spell	them,	and	reinforces	the	connection	between	blending	and
segmenting	with	a	variety	of	interactive	games	and	activities	Builds	automaticity	of	a	core	list	of	high-frequency	sight	words	Provides	repetition	of	activities	and	re-reading	of	texts	to	build	fluency	Includes	vocabulary	activities	that	ensure	reading	for	meaning	is	central.	How	your	child	will	benefit	from	ABC	Reading	Eggs'	phonics	approach
ABC	Reading	Eggs	has	been	developed	by	a	team	of	educators	with	over	30	years	of	experience.	The	program	teaches	children	to	decode	words	into	sounds,	and	encode	sounds	into	words.	This	happens	within	a	wide	range	of	activities	that	feel	like	a	game.	This	way,	young	learners	stay	engaged	and	motivated	as	they	practise.	As	covered	earlier,
children	begin	by	learning	the	appropriate	sound	for	each	letter	of	the	alphabet,	including	letter	combinations.	Each	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	featured	in	its	own	lesson,	and	lessons	build	on	one	another	systematically.	By	lesson	9,	children	are	able	to	read	their	first	book.	Each	lesson	ends	with	a	book	that	matches	your	child's	current	reading	ability,
providing	them	with	the	thrill	of	reading	on	their	own!	ABC	Reading	Eggs	is	designed	by	experts	to	build	your	child's	reading	and	phonics	skills	in	a	supportive	and	encouraging	way,	boosting	their	confidence	at	every	step.	Free	trial	In	the	first	60	lessons	of	ABC	Reading	Eggs,	children	read	a	variety	of	interesting	and	engaging	books	that	use	some	of
the	words	introduced	and	reinforced	by	the	lessons.	The	program	responds	to	readers	at	their	level	of	ability,	making	it	possible	for	children	to	consistently	read	at	their	own	individual	level.	This	is	extremely	beneficial	for	their	learning	and	overall	confidence.	As	well	as	working	through	the	alphabet	and	the	sounds	that	each	letter	makes,
ABC	Reading	Eggs	also	includes	lessons	on	phonics	skills	such	as	working	with	beginning	and	end	blends	of	letters,	the	variety	of	sounds	that	vowels	make,	diphthongs,	consonant	letter	sounds	such	as	soft	c,	g	and	y,	silent	letters,	double	letter	sounds,	word	families	and	how	to	work	through	words	with	more	than	one	syllable.	See	how
ABC	Reading	Eggs	works	with	a	free	trial	Not	only	does	ABC	Reading	Eggs	use	proven	methods	to	build	essential	phonics	and	reading	skills,	the	program	is	also	so	much	fun!	Children	love	playing	the	games	and	earning	rewards	as	they	learn	and	develop	a	real	love	of	reading.	By	using	the	ABC	Reading	Eggs	program,	children	learn	to	read	in	an
enjoyable	way.	All	of	the	lessons	are	embedded	in	game‑like	activities	that	encourage	children	to	play	as	they	learn.	When	they	succeed,	they	are	rewarded	with	prizes,	such	as	the	golden	eggs	they	receive	at	the	end	of	each	activity	completed.	With	the	lessons	being	so	fun,	young	readers	enjoy	spending	time	using	ABC	Reading	Eggs—and	the	more
time	they	spend	in	the	program,	the	more	that	they	learn!	It's	what	makes	the	program	so	successful	in	homes	across	169	different	countries.	See	how	ABC	Reading	Eggs	can	help	your	child	learn	to	read	in	just	weeks.	Start	your	free	trial	here	today	and	join	over	20	million	users	worldwide.	ABCphonics.com	is	a	curated	directory	of	websites	and
videos	for	learning	phonics	and	reading.	It	is	designed	for	children,	teachers,	and	parents.	It	is	free	and	family	friendly.	There	are	no	paid	inclusions.	We	do	not	sell	information	from	our	users.	We	may	eventually	separately	include	some	paid	sponsors	or	ads	from	which	we	may	get	a	small	affiliate	commission	on	any	purchases.	Anyone	who	can	read
and	write	in	an	alphabetical	language	has	mastered	an	important	set	of	skills.	They	know	the	connection	between	letters	and	the	sounds	each	one	represents.	They	can	decipher	letter	and	word	combinations	when	reading	and	encode	which	sequence	of	letters	to	spell	when	writing.	Understanding	these	letter-to-sound	principles	is	one	of	the	most
important	aspects	of	literacy;	a	precious	ability	of	human	communication.	If	you’re	reading	this,	congratulations!	You’ve	already	mastered	these	skills	in	English.	You	likely	learned	them	through	phonics	instruction,	although	you	may	not	remember	how.		If	you’re	an	educator	or	parent	who’s	helping	a	child	learn	to	read,	you	might	find	yourself
wondering:	what	is	phonics?	And	how	should	I	be	teaching	it?		In	this	guide,	we’ll	refresh	your	memory	and	explore	what	phonics	instruction	is	meant	to	be.		Phonics	is	one	of	the	foundational	pillars	of	the	reading	pyramid.	Once	children	understand	the	sounds	of	their	language	and	how	to	verbally	manipulate	words	(phonemic	awareness),	they	can
gradually	move	up	the	pyramid.		With	continued	instruction,	they	move	up	the	pyramid	to	build	fluency—the	ability	to	read	with	ease,	accuracy,	and	expression.	As	they	grow	in	fluency,	children	build	their	vocabulary.	Eventually,	they	develop	all	the	essential	reading	skills	and	can	experience	reading	comprehension	with	little	adult	guidance.	Phonics
instruction	builds	knowledge	about	letter-sound	correlations	in	reading	and	writing.	It	is	simply,	“the	relationship	between	speech	and	print”	(Beck,	2006,	p.16).		It	is	an	umbrella	term	for	several	important	skills	children	acquire	through	development	and	instruction.	Phonemic	awareness,	or	the	ability	to	hear,	recognize,	and	manipulate	the	different
sounds	in	language,	develops	in	a	child’s	early	years	of	life.	It	sets	the	foundation	for	spoken	language.		The	more	that	children	develop	and	engage	in	literacy	activities	with	family	members,	they	develop	pre-reading	skills.	They	learn	things	like	concepts	of	print,	rhyming,	several	alphabetical	letters,	and	more.	Soon,	they’ll	be	ready	for	phonics
instruction	to	begin.		Before	kindergarten,	children	typically	start	learning	the	alphabetic	principle.	This	is	the	understanding	that	words	are	made	of	letters.	It’s	the	concept	and	practice	of	connecting	letters	with	their	corresponding	sounds	(otherwise	known	as	a	“grapheme-phoneme	correspondence”	or	GPC).	Children	often	learn	the	alphabet	song
and	know	that	the	letters	make	certain	sounds,	like	the	letter	representing	the	sound	/m/.	With	early	phonics	instruction,	they	gradually	learn,	for	example,	that	the	letters	make	the	/ch/	sound	as	in	‘chocolate’	and	/th/	is	the	beginning	sound	of	the	word,	“thanks.”	The	more	grapheme-phoneme	correspondences	a	child	knows,	the	more	they	can
practice	blending.	Phoneme	blending	is	combining	individual	letter	sounds	in	a	word	to	read	the	whole	word.	This	can	also	be	called	sounding	out	or	decoding.	During	instruction,	a	child	might	come	across	a	new	word.	The	child	can	blend	the	sounds	such	as		/m/	/a/	/t/	to	read	the	whole	word,	‘mat’.		Inversely,	children	learn	segmenting	in	phonics
instruction,	which	is	the	opposite	of	blending.	Kids	learn	early	spelling	techniques	when	they	can	spell	their	names,	loved	ones’	names,	and	simple	words	based	on	the	individual	sounds	that	make	up	a	word.	For	example,	if	a	child	wants	to	spell	‘skip’	but	doesn’t	know	how,	they	can	gradually	segment	the	word	into	its	individual	phonemes	from	start
to	finish:	/s/	/k/	/i/	/p/.	There	are	four	different	types	of	phonics.	Any	phonics	instruction	for	early	readers	is	better	than	no	phonics	instruction	at	all.	However,	some	methods	do	have	more	efficacious	results	than	others.		Regardless	of	the	approach	in	the	type	of	phonics,	instruction	should	be	explicit	and	systematic.	This	means	determining	a	pre-
established	sequence	or	“scope	and	sequence”	to	directly	teach	phonics	concepts.	In	this	way,	children	can	start	learning	with	easier	concepts	and	slowly	increase	complexity	in	different	stages.		Synthetic	phonics	teaches	the	association	of	individual	language	sounds	(phonemes)	to	alphabetical	letters	(graphemes).	Then,	learners	are	explicitly	taught
to	“sound	out”	each	letter	and	then	blend	the	sounds	to	form	the	whole	word.	For	example:	the	letter	sounds	/s/	/a/	/t/	are	blended	to	decode	the	word	‘sat’.		There	is	research-based	evidence	that	synthetic	phonics	is	the	most	efficacious	type	of	phonics	to	use	when	teaching	children	to	learn	to	read.	Moore	(2021)	says,	“It	is	sensible	to	employ	an
approach	that	makes	the	systematic	instruction	and	revision	of	sound-spelling	correspondences	most	comprehensible	for	both	teachers	and	students.	Synthetic	phonics	offers	the	simplest	way	to	achieve	this”	(p.	24).		Analogy	phonics	is	a	top-down	approach.	This	means	the	instruction	starts	with	whole	words	instead	of	individual	sounds.	In	analogy
phonics,	common	“word	families”	or	“rimes”	are	used	to	learn	words	instead	of	blending	individual	letter	sounds.	It	starts	with	a	word	a	child	already	knows	(sat),	breaks	them	down	into	the	onset	and	rime	(s-at,	c-at),	and	then	introduces	similar	words	in	that	pattern	(mat,	fat,	rat,	pat,	etc.).	Also	known	as	implicit	phonics,	analytic	phonics	teaches	kids
to	process	a	new	word	by	“analyzing”	its	parts	(phonograms)	and	relating	them	to	previously	learned	words.	For	example,	a	child	may	know	the	words	cat,	sad,	ran,	and	mat.	When	presented	with	the	new	word,	rat,	they	must	sift	through	what	they	know—	c/at/	+	m/at/	+	/r/an—	to	conclude	/r/	+	–at	is	‘rat’.		An	analytic	phonics	approach	may	not	be
effective	for	all	children.	Typically	children	perform	better	on	reading	and	spelling	with	a	synthetic	phonics	approach.		The	embedded,	or	incidental,	phonics	method	provides	reading	instruction	using	whole	texts.	It	is	based	on	a	theory	of	reading	instruction	called	“whole	language.”	Instead	of	teaching	explicit,	systematic	phonics	skills,	it	requires
opportunistic	learning	through	practices	like	sight	words	(the,	it,	and,	was,	etc.)	and	context	clues	(words,	letters,	or	pictures	that	hint	at	meanings	or	other	words	in	the	sentence).		Embedded	phonics	practices	are	often	considered	“real	world”	reading	but	can	hinder	a	child’s	decoding	skills,	which	are	essential	for	reading	new	words.	Relying	on
context	clues	is	considered	a	bad	habit	as	it	can	stunt	overall	literacy	development.	Reading	is	like	a	fun	treasure	hunt.	You	can	explore	all	sorts	of	stories	and	ideas	to	find	the	golden	nuggets	you’re	looking	for,	and	sometimes,	discover	amazing	prizes	you	never	imagined.	This	treasure	hunt	happens	in	the	world	of	words,	where	endless	adventures	of
learning	and	imagination	live.		But	when	children	first	enter	the	world	of	words,	they	don’t	know	where	to	go.	Everything	looks	squiggly	and	confusing	because	this	world	is	made	of	secret	codes.	These	secret	codes	are	letters	of	the	alphabet.		The	first	adventure	is	to	learn	to	crack	the	code,	which	is	what	phonics	teaches.	Every	letter	makes	a	special
sound;	many	of	them	you	already	know	how	to	speak.	Every	time	you	learn	a	new	letter	and	the	sounds	it	makes,	you	crack	another	piece	of	the	code.		As	you	learn	more	of	these	letters	and	their	sounds,	you’ll	be	able	to	decode	words.	Soon,	the	world	of	words	will	come	to	life	and	you’ll	collect	many	treasures	as	you	explore.	With	practice,	you	can
enjoy	new	and	exciting	treasure	hunts	for	life.	There	are	countless	phonics	programs	available	today.	But	like	the	different	phonics	instruction	methods,	not	all	programs	are	the	same	or	offer	the	best	results.	To	help	you	decide	which	phonics	programs	might	help	your	child	learn,	phonics.org	offers:		Educational	articles	and	guides:	Gain	a	deeper
understanding	of	phonics	principles,	teaching	strategies,	and	best	practices.	Phonics	program	reviews:	Compare	expert-reviewed	assessments	of	popular	phonics	curricula	to	help	you	make	an	informed	decision.	Fun	phonics	activities	and	games:	Browse	the	top	resources	that	make	learning	phonics	fun	and	interactive.	Whether	you’re	teaching	your
child	at	home	or	a	group	of	students	in	a	classroom,	there	are	affordable,	effective	phonics	programs	to	help	their	learning	process.	Explore	the	resources	at	phonics.org	to	find	the	right	one!	Have	a	phonics	program	or	app	you’d	like	us	to	review?	Reach	out	to	us	at	[email	protected]	to	let	us	know.	This	video	lesson	is	designed	for	children	aged	3-6
years	to	teach	them	the	phonic	sound	of	the	letter	‘b’	and	how	to	pronounce	the	words	starting	with	it.	Learning	the	phonics	sounds	of	the	alphabet	is	the	first	step	in	learning	spelling	and	vocabulary.	Phonics	helps	children	read	faster	and	more	fluently.	In	our	previous	video	lesson,	we	learned	about	what	phonics	is,	the	benefits	of	learning	phonics,
and	the	phonic	sound	of	a.	This	video	lesson	is	the	2nd	in	a	row	of	learning	phonics.		Why	is	it	Important	to	Learn	Letter	Sounds?	In	Phonics,	the	alphabetic	principle	is	used	so	that	children	can	concentrate	on	understanding	the	meaning	of	the	words,	which	is	the	core	purpose	of	reading.	It	becomes	easier	to	learn	to	read	and	write	when	sounds
associated	with	letters	are	recognized	automatically.	The	alphabetic	principle	has	two	parts:	Understanding	the	alphabetic	involves	knowing	that	words	are	composed	of	letters	that	represent	sounds.	In	the	phonological	recording,	the	letters	or	sounds	in	printed	words	can	be	translated	into	the	sounds	they	make	so	the	words	can	be	read	and
pronounced	correctly.	Pronunciation	of	‘b’,	or	Sounds	of	the	Letter	‘b’	Among	a	few	consonants	that	sound	short	and	fast	in	phonics,	the	letter	b	is	one	of	them.		To	pronounce	/b/,	the	vocal	cords	vibrate.	The	sound	of	the	letter	/b/	is	an	explosive	sound	made	by	puffing	the	air	in	the	mouth,	then	stopping	it	by	the	lips	for	a	microsecond,	and	is	then
released	with	a	bit	of	force.	Sound	of	/b/	heard	like	a	buh	sound.	Despite	this,	the	-uh	part	of	the	word	isn’t	actually	pronounced.	As	a	result,	you	can’t	stretch	the	/b/	sound	by	saying	buhhhh.		In	this	video,	the	child	will	explore	the	short	consonant	sound	of	the	letter	‘b’,	and	learn	words	starting	with	it,	such	as	a	bee,	book,	basket,	and	brush.		The
sounds	of	the	letter	‘b’	are	repeated	for	each	word	so	that	the	child	can	hear	and	pronounce	the	words	accurately.	More	Pronunciation	Videos:		To	watch	more	English	language	video	resources,	click	here.		Video	created	by:	Strykun	Olena	FAQs	What	is	the	sound	of	“b”?	The	sound	of	“b”	is	a	voiced	bilabial	plosive.	This	means	that	it	is	made	by
closing	the	lips	together	and	then	releasing	the	air,	which	causes	the	vocal	cords	to	vibrate.	What	are	some	common	mistakes	that	people	make	when	saying	the	sound	of	“b”?Some	common	mistakes	that	people	make	when	saying	the	sound	of	“b”	include:	pronouncing	it	as	a	voiceless	bilabial	plosive	(this	is	the	sound	of	“p”),	which	means	that	the
vocal	cords	do	not	vibrate.	pronouncing	it	as	a	voiced	alveolar	plosive	(this	is	the	sound	of	“d”),	which	means	that	the	tongue	is	placed	against	the	alveolar	ridge	(the	ridge	behind	the	upper	teeth)	instead	of	the	lips.	leaving	out	the	sound	of	“b”	altogether.	How	can	I	improve	my	pronunciation	of	the	sound	of	“b”?	Here	are	some	tips	on	how	to	improve
your	pronunciation	of	the	sound	of	“b”:	Practice	saying	the	sound	of	“b”	slowly	and	carefully.	Pay	attention	to	the	vibration	of	your	vocal	cords.	Place	your	lips	together	and	then	release	the	air	slowly.	Practice	saying	words	that	start	and	end	with	the	sound	of	“b”.	TagsEnglishLanguagephonic	soundprimarypronunciation


