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by	Michael	Cheary	Looking	to	F5	your	career?	We	can	help	with	that.If	you’re	obsessed	with	tech	and	are	desperate	to	do	it	for	a	day	job,	becoming	IT	certified	could	be	your	key	to	career	happiness.	However,	with	a	number	of	courses	and	qualifications	out	there,	it’s	all	too	easy	to	suffer	from	IT	overload,	making	it	difficult	to	detect	the	right	one	for
you.To	help	inform	your	decision,	here’s	our	guide	to	five	career-changing	IT	courses	you	could	be	doing	right	now:For	any	aspiring	Graphic	Designer	worth	their	salt,	an	in-depth	knowledge	of	Adobe	software	is	absolutely	essential.This	Complete	Adobe®	Web	and	Graphic	Design	Master	Package	includes	154	Adobe	courses,	covering	popular
programmes	like	Photoshop,	Flash,	Dreamweaver,	InDesign,	and	much	more.Once	qualified,	you’ll	be	able	to	apply	for	Web	Design	and	Graphic	Design	jobs,	with	the	potential	to	get	paid	over	£20,000	for	even	some	of	the	most	junior	positions.At	the	very	least,	you’ll	be	able	to	make	your	holiday	pictures	look	a	hundred	times	better,	whilst
simultaneously	proving	to	your	secondary-school-self	that	doodling	all	day	actually	isn’t	that	bad.	It’s	basically	a	win-win	situation.How	long	it	will	last:	Around	286	hours,	with	12	months	access	to	the	course	content,	so	you	can	study	at	a	pace	that	suits	you.How	much	it	will	cost:	£79.View	all	graphic	design	coursesHow	to	become	a	Graphic
DesignerWith	over	30	years’	experience	in	the	field,	the	Computing	Technology	Industry	Association	(CompTIA	for	short,	obviously)	is	a	global	provider	of	IT	certifications.This	incredibly	popular	CompTIA	library	includes	10	CompTIA	industry	recognised	certifications,	providing	all	the	fundamental	knowledge	needed	to	start	setting	up	and
troubleshooting	your	own	networks.Still	not	convinced	networking	is	for	you?	Just	think	of	it	this	way.	Without	it,	there	would	be	no	printers,	no	work	or	school	computer	systems,	and	no	internet.Remember	that	the	next	time	you’re	desperately	trying	to	print	out	that	hilarious	meme	to	stick	on	the	office	fridge.How	long	it	will	last:	Approximately	205
hours,	studied	at	your	own	pace,	with	12	month	access	to	course	materials.How	much	it	will	cost:	£499.View	all	networking	coursesHow	to	become	a	Network	AdministratorIn	an	increasingly	digital-led	world,	network	security	is	a	cause	of	concern	for	many.	If	you’re	one	of	those	worried	about	where	your	data’s	ending	up,	this	Complete	Cisco	Bundle
with	6	Exams	(CCNA,	CCDA,	CCNP)	could	be	for	you.Cisco	Systems	is	a	worldwide	leader	in	the	field	of	networking,	who	aim	to	transform	how	people	connect,	communicate,	engage	and	co-operate	with	each	other.	Getting	qualified	will	help	you	build	upon	your	knowledge	of	developing	a	security	infrastructure,	recognising	network	vulnerabilities,
mitigating	security	threats	and	other	high-level	security-type	things.And	aside	from	strengthening	the	security	of	your	own	networks,	the	advantages	of	becoming	Cisco	certified	include	being	more	in-demand	for	employers	all	over	the	world,	and	the	potential	to	earn	as	much	as	10%	more	than	your	Cisco-less	peers.So	if	you	think	you	can	hack	it,
enquire	about	a	Cisco	certification	today.	Or,	if	you	think	you	can’t	hack	it.	Wait…If	you	can	hack	it,	but	don’t	want	other	people	to…Forget	it.How	long	it	will	last:	Around	179	hours	of	online,	part-time	study,	with	12	month	course	access.How	much	it	will	cost:	£1,595.View	all	Cisco	coursesFive	reasons	to	become	Cisco	certifiedIf	you	build	it,	they	will
come.	Well,	if	you	build	it	properly,	that	is.Whether	you’re	a	small	business	owner,	write	your	own	blog,	or	just	want	to	top	up	your	tech	skills	and	open	your	career	opportunities,	web	design	could	be	for	you.	And	whilst	there	are	a	great	number	of	courses	out	there	to	cater	for	the	next	generation	of	Designers,	not	many	top	CIW.Teaching	key	design
concepts,	as	well	as	web	design	basics	such	as	HTML	and	website	development,	what	really	sets	this	CIW	Web	Foundations	Associate	course	apart	is	all	the	added	extras.	Everything	from	movies	and	course	review	questions,	to	exercises	and	flashcards	are	available	on	demand.How	long	it	will	last:	6	months,	taken	at	your	own	pace.How	much	it	will
cost:	£525.View	all	web	design	coursesHow	to	become	a	Web	DesignerInterested	in	developing	your	own	website?	We	can	help	with	that.This	Microsoft	Technology	Associate:	Web	Developer	course	is	aimed	at	anyone	looking	to	build	on	their	development	skills,	by	learning	an	array	of	coding	languages	certified	by	Microsoft.Teaching	web	design
essentials,	an	introduction	to	Bootstrap,	how	to	develop	windows-based	web	applications,	alongside	popular	coding	languages	like	Python,	JavaScript,	and	HTML5,	MCSD	is	a	great	way	to	validate	your	knowledge	and	coding	skills.Once	fully	qualified,	you’ll	be	able	to	code	with	added	confidence,	and	even	start	developing	your	own	Windows	apps.
Your	Android	might	never	be	the	same	again…How	long	it	will	last:	25	days,	online	and	at	your	own	pace.How	much	it	will	cost:	Price	is	available	on	enquiry.View	all	web	development	coursesHow	to	become	a	Web	DeveloperStill	deciding	which	IT	course	is	right	for	you?	View	all	available	IT	courses	now.Sign	up	for	more	Career	Advice	Certifications
are	valid	for	3	years	after	passing	the	qualifying	exam(s).	You	can	recertify	through	Continuing	Education	credits,	and/or	by	retaking	the	exams	associated	with	your	certifications	before	they	expire.	isco	offer	5	levels	of	Cisco	Network	Certifications,	Entry,	Associate,	Professional,	Expert	and	Architect.	The	most	common	certifications	are	at	the
Associate,	Professional	and	Expert	levels	and	are	the	level	of	Engineer	most	commonly	used	by	4CornerNetworks.	Each	level	of	Certification	has	a	specialised	area	of	expertise	(commonly	known	as	a	track)	for	example	–	CCNA	Security	is	an	Associate	level	certification,	with	a	specialisation/track	in	Security.What	is	a	CCNA?	CCNA	=	Cisco	Certified
Network	AssociateThe	CCNA	Certification	demonstrates	the	competency	of	an	Engineer	in	Network	Installation,	Operations	and	Troubleshooting.	CCNA	level	Engineers	are	also	known	as	Cisco	SMARTHands	as	they	are	the	boots	on	the	ground	who	carry	rack	and	stack	physical	Cisco	equipment	including	installations,	deployments	and	basic
upgrades.CCNA	Specialisations:CCNA	CloudCCNA	CollaborationCCNA	Cyber	OpsCCNA	Data	CentreCCNA	IndustrialCCNA	Routing	and	SwitchingCCNA	SecurityCCNA	Service	ProviderCCNA	WirelessWhat	is	a	CCNP?	CCNP	=	Cisco	Certified	Network	ProfessionalThe	CCNP	Certification	demonstrates	a	more	advanced	level	of	competency	in
Networking	Skills.	CCNP	is	suitable	for	System	Administrators,	or	those	who	work	with	(LAN/WAN)	infrastructure.	A	CCNP	Certification	can	only	be	achieved	once	an	Engineer	has	gained	the	CCNA	Certification.CCNP	Specialisations:CCNP	Specialisations:CCNP	CloudCCNP	CollaborationCCNP	Data	CentreCCNP	Routing	and	SwitchingCCNP
SecurityCCNP	Service	ProviderCCNP	WirelessWhat	is	a	CCIE?	CCIE	=	Cisco	Certified	Internetwork	ExpertThe	CCIE	Certification	is	known	as	the	most	prestigious	worldwide	with	an	estimated	3%	of	all	Cisco	Engineers	obtaining	a	CCIE	Certification.	The	CCIE	demonstrates	the	skills	of	Network	Engineers	to	Plan,	Operate	and	Troubleshoot	complex,
converged	network	infrastructures	on	a	wide	variety	of	Cisco	equipment.CCIE	Specialisations:CCIE	CollaborationCCIE	Data	CentreCCIE	Routing	and	SwitchingCCIE	SecurityCCIE	Service	ProviderCCIE	Wireless	Learn	from	anywhere,	anytime	with	self-paced	courses	or	take	instructor-led	courses	from	academies	across	the	globe.	Earn	digital	badges
and	prepare	for	industry-recognized	certifications	in	topics	like	cybersecurity,	networking,	and	Python.	«Best	IT	Certifications	to	Get	in	2025	For	individuals	looking	to	progress	in	their	computer	professions,	Cisco	certifications	have	become	the	gold	standard	as	the	company	is	the	world	leader	in	networking	and	cybersecurity	training.	With	more
than	4	million	certifications	already	granted	globally,	Cisco	is	working	to	close	the	IT	skills	gap	and	promote	diversity	in	the	tech	sector	by	training	and	empowering	an	additional	10	million	people	over	the	next	30	years.	Were	you	aware?		According	to	81%	of	employers,	credential	holders	make	better	and	more	valuable	contributions.	This	perception
will	help	one	to	get	a	job	soon	after	passing	an	elite	certification	exam	from	Cisco.Take	the	first	step	toward	changing	your	career	and	having	an	influence	in	the	rapidly	changing	IT	industry	by	becoming	one	of	the	millions	of	professionals	who	have	obtained	their	Cisco	certifications.		What	is	a	Cisco	Certification?	Cisco	Certification	is	a	series	of
industry-recognized	credentials	offered	by	Cisco	Systems,	a	global	leader	in	networking	and	telecommunications	technology.	These	certifications	are	designed	to	validate	the	knowledge	and	skills	of	IT	professionals.	It	isn't	just	another	line	on	your	resume—it's	a	powerful	badge	of	your	technical	expertise	in	the	technologies	that	drive	modern
enterprises.	These	globally	recognized	credentials	prove	your	ability	and	skills	for	managing	Cisco	solutions.	Advance	Your	Career	with	Cisco	CertificationGet	online	training	for	your	desired	Cisco	Certification.Explore	course	Why	Pursue	a	Cisco	Certification?	Cisco	is	a	global	leader	in	the	IT	networking	and	cybersecurity	field.	Earning	Cisco
credentials	and	badges	with	certification	provides	global	validation	and	opens	the	path	to	multiple	career	opportunities.Some	benefits	of	pursuing	a	Cisco	certification	are:●	Gain	in-depth	expertise	in	networking,	security,	and	automation	is	possible	through	the	Cisco	certifications.	●	Strengthen	job-ready	technical	abilities.	●	Helps	establish	trust
with	present	and	future	employers	and	clients.	●	Provides	a	certification	roadmap	from	entry-level	certifications	to	the	most	advanced	specializations.	Cisco	Certification	Path	Cisco	offers	industry-recognized	certifications	across	all	major	technology	domains,	providing	structured	learning	paths	from	foundational	to	expert	level.	The	Cisco
Certification	roadmap	is	divided	into	4	levels:	1.	Entry	Level	2.	Associate	Level3.	Professional		4.	Expert	There	are	also	specialist	certifications,	but	they	do	not	fall	under	the	Cisco	certification	roadmap.Cisco	Certification	ListCisco	currently	provides	certifications	in	the	domain	of	networking	and	cybersecurity.	Below	is	the	list	of	Top	20	Cisco
Certifications	in	2025:Entry-Level	Certifications	Entry-Level	Certifications	are	designed	for	individuals	who	are	just	starting	their	careers	in	IT	and	networking.	The	following	are	the	entry-level	certifications:	1.	Cisco	Certified	Support	Technician	(CCST)		The	Cisco	Certified	Support	Technician	(CCST)	certification	is	an	entry-level	credential.	The
syllabus	includes	basic	networking	concepts,	routing	and	switching	fundamentals,	network	security,	and	IT	support	skills.	It	is	ideal	for	entry-level	IT	roles	such	as	customer	support	technician,	help	desk	support,	IT	support	analyst,	etc.Get	CCST	Certification	Training.2.	Cisco	Ethical	Hacking	&	Security	CertificationsThe	Cisco	Security	Ethical
Hacking	certification	is	designed	for	cybersecurity	professionals	and	covers	key	topics	like	ethical	hacking	fundamentals,	network	security	concepts,	vulnerability	assessment,	penetration	testing	techniques,	and	incident	response.	Ideal	for	roles	such	as	penetration	testers,	security	analysts,	and	network	engineers	etc.Associate-Level
Certifications	Below	are	three	key	Associate	certifications	offered	by	Cisco,	each	designed	to	enhance	your	expertise	in	specific	areas	of	networking	and	IT	operations.	3.	Cisco	Certified	Network	Associate	(CCNA)	The	CCNA	(exam	code:	200-301	CCNA)	is	a	foundational	certification	focused	on	networking	fundamentals,	security,	automation,	and
programmability.	It	teaches	key	concepts	like	routing,	switching,	network	management,	and	security,	which	are	essential	for	supporting	and	maintaining	modern	network	infrastructures.	It	is	ideal	for	roles	such	as	Network	Engineer,	IT	Support	Specialist,	etc.Get	CCNA	Certification	Training4.	Cisco	Certified	DevNet	Associate	The	Cisco	Certified
DevNet	Associate	(exam	code:	200-901	DEVASC)	is	designed	for	professionals	interested	in	software	development	and	network	automation.	It	covers	programming	skills,	APIs,	cloud	computing,	and	the	use	of	Cisco	products	for	automation	and	application	development.	This	certification	is	suitable	for	DevOps	Engineers,	Software	Developers,	etc.	Get
Cisco	DevNet	Certification	Training5.	Cisco	Certified	CyberOps	Associate	The	Cisco	Certified	CyberOps	Associate	(exam	code:	200-201	CBROPS)	provides	foundational	knowledge	in	cybersecurity	operations.	It	covers	topics	like	security	architecture,	attack	strategies,	and	how	to	respond	to	and	mitigate	security	incidents	in	a	Security	Operations
Center	(SOC).	This	certification	is	ideal	for	Security	Analysts,	SOC	Analysts,	and	Incident	Responders.	Get	CyberOps	Associate	Certification	TrainingCisco	Professional-Level	Certifications	The	following	are	the	professional	certifications	that	will	help	one	grow	in	the	Cisco	career	path:	6.	CCNP	Enterprise	The	CCNP	Enterprise	certification	(350-401
ENCOR	+	concentration	exam)	validates	expertise	in	enterprise	networking,	including	dual-stack	architectures,	SD-WAN,	and	network	automation.	Professionals	can	specialize	in	areas	like	advanced	routing	(300-410	ENARSI)	or	wireless	(300-430	ENWLSI).	This	certification	prepares	you	for	roles	such	as	Senior	Network	Engineer	or	Network
Architect	with	salaries	ranging	$90K-$130K.	Get	CCNP	Enterprise	Certification	Training7.	DevNet	Professional	Cisco's	DevNet	Professional	(350-901	DEVCOR)	focuses	on	network	automation,	API	integration,	and	infrastructure-as-code	using	Python	and	DevOps	tools.	With	concentration	exams	like	300-435	ENAUTO	(Automation),	it	leads	to	careers
as	DevOps	Engineers	or	Cloud	Automation	Specialists	earning	$100K-$140K.	The	curriculum	covers	CI/CD	pipelines	and	cloud-native	development.	8.	CyberOps	Professional	The	CyberOps	Professional	certification	(350-201	CBRCOR	+	300-215	CBRFIR)	develops	advanced	skills	in	threat	hunting,	digital	forensics,	and	cloud	security.	It	prepares
security	professionals	for	high-level	SOC	roles,	Incident	Response	positions,	and	Threat	Hunter	careers	with	salaries	typically	between	$95K-$130K	in	cybersecurity	operations.	9.	CCNP	Collaboration	This	certification	(350-801	CLCOR	+	300-810	CLICA)	focuses	on	Cisco's	collaboration	technologies,	including	Webex,	call	control	systems,	and	unified
communications.	IT	professionals	can	become	Collaboration	Engineers	or	UC	Architects,	with	earning	potential	of	$85K-$115K,	by	mastering	enterprise	collaboration	deployments	and	security.Get	CCNP	Collaboration	Certification	Training10.	CCNP	Service	Provider	Covering	service	provider	technologies	(350-501	SPCOR	+	300-510	SPRI),	this
certification	validates	skills	in	MPLS,	5G	networks,	and	service	provider	security.	Network	professionals	can	advance	to	roles	like	ISP	Network	Architect	or	Telecom	Solutions	Expert	with	salaries	ranging	$100K-$135K	in	the	service	provider	sector.Get	CCNP	Service	Provider	Certification	Training11.	CCNP	Security	The	CCNP	Security	(350-701
SCOR	+	300-710	SNCF)	certifies	expertise	in	zero	trust	architecture,	next-gen	firewalls,	and	cloud	security.	Security	engineers	with	this	certification	often	earn	$100K-$140K	working	as	Security	Consultants,	Penetration	Testers,	or	specializing	in	email/web	security	solutions.Get	CCNP	Security	Certification	Training12.	CCNP	Data	Center	Focusing
on	data	center	technologies	(350-601	DCCOR	+	300-610	DCID),	this	certification	covers	Cisco	UCS,	ACI,	and	HyperFlex	solutions.	Data	Center	Engineers	and	Cloud	Infrastructure	Specialists	with	this	credential	typically	earn	$95K-$130K,	working	with	virtualization	and	software-defined	data	center	architectures.	Cisco	Expert-Level
Certifications	Cisco's	expert-level	certifications	represent	the	highest	achievement	in	networking,	validating	mastery	of	complex	infrastructure	design,	deployment,	and	optimization.	They	are	:	13.	CCIE	Enterprise	Infrastructure	The	CCIE	Enterprise	Infrastructure	certification	validates	expert-level	skills	in	designing	and	managing	complex	enterprise
networks.	Candidates	must	pass	a	rigorous	written	exam	(400-101)	and	an	8-hour	hands-on	lab	covering	SD-WAN,	automation,	and	multi-domain	solutions.	This	elite	credential	prepares	professionals	for	high-paying	roles	like	Principal	Network	Architect	($140K+).14.	CCIE	Enterprise	Wireless	This	certification	demonstrates	mastery	in	wireless
network	design,	deployment,	and	optimization.	After	passing	the	written	exam	(400-351)	and	practical	lab,	professionals	qualify	for	senior	wireless	roles,	including	Wireless	Network	Architect	($130K+).	The	program	covers	the	full	wireless	lifecycle	from	planning	to	troubleshooting.	Get	CCIE	Enterprise	Wireless	Certification	Training15.	CCIE	Data
Center	Earning	the	CCIE	Data	Center	certification	proves	expertise	in	Cisco	UCS,	ACI,	and	modern	data	center	technologies.	The	challenging	exam	process	(400-601	written	+	lab)	prepares	candidates	for	high-level	positions	like	Data	Center	Architect	($150K+).	The	curriculum	focuses	on	automation,	virtualization,	and	cloud	integration.	Get	CCIE
Data	Center	Certification	Training16.	CCIE	Security	This	premier	security	certification	validates	skills	in	designing	and	managing	comprehensive	security	solutions.	Professionals	must	pass	the	400-251	written	exam	and	hands-on	lab	to	earn	this	credential.	It	leads	to	senior	roles	like	Security	Architect	($145K+)	with	a	focus	on	zero	trust,	cloud
security,	and	threat	defense.Get	CCIE	Security	Certification	Training17.	CCIE	Service	Provider	The	CCIE	Service	Provider	certification	demonstrates	mastery	of	carrier-grade	networking	technologies.	After	completing	the	400-501	exam	and	practical	lab,	professionals	qualify	for	roles	like	Service	Provider	Architect	($135K+).	The	program	covers
MPLS,	5G,	and	service	provider	security.	18.	CCIE	Collaboration	This	certification	proves	expertise	in	enterprise	collaboration	solutions,	including	Webex	and	calling	platforms.	Candidates	must	pass	the	400-051	written	exam	and	hands-on	lab.	It	prepares	professionals	for	senior	roles	like	Collaboration	Architect	($140K+)	with	a	focus	on	automation
and	security.Get	CCIE	Collaboration	Certification	Training19.	CCDEThe	Cisco	Certified	Design	Expert	certification	validates	strategic	network	design	skills	for	complex	business	environments.	The	unique	exam	format	assesses	both	technical	and	business	acumen.	CCDE	holders	typically	work	as	Principal	Network	Designers	($160K+),	creating	large-
scale	infrastructure	solutions.	20.	DevNet	Expert	This	elite	certification	demonstrates	mastery	in	network	automation	and	programmability.	The	exam	(350-901	+	lab)	focuses	on	API-driven	infrastructure	and	DevOps.	DevNet	Experts	qualify	for	top	roles	like	Automation	Architect	($155K+)	in	cloud	and	software-defined	environments.	Additional	Cisco
certifications	Cisco	has	several	other	types	of	certifications	as	well.	These	include:	1.	Cisco	Certified	Technician	(CCT)	The	CCT	certification	validates	hands-on	skills	for	troubleshooting	and	repairing	Cisco	hardware.	Available	in	Data	Center,	Routing	&	Switching,	and	Collaboration	tracks,	it	prepares	technicians	for	field	support	roles	($50K-$70K),
maintaining	network	infrastructure.		2.	Cisco	Meraki	Solutions	Specialist	This	certification	(500-220	exam)	focuses	on	deploying	and	managing	cloud-based	Meraki	networks.	Professionals	learn	SD-WAN,	wireless,	and	security	solutions	through	the	Meraki	dashboard,	qualifying	for	cloud	networking	roles	($80K-$110K).		3.	Cisco	Customer	Success
Manager	The	DTCSM	certification	(820-605	exam)	teaches	strategies	for	driving	customer	adoption	and	value	realization.	It's	ideal	for	customer-facing	professionals	($90K-$130K)	managing	technical	accounts	and	business	outcomes.		4.	Cisco	Renewals	Manager	This	certification	(820-425	exam)	covers	subscription	management	and	customer
retention	for	Cisco	solutions.	Renewals	specialists	($70K-$100K)	use	these	skills	to	optimize	contract	lifecycles	and	customer	experience.	Cisco	Re-Certification	Cisco	certifications	are	valid	for	three	years,	and	to	keep	your	skills	up	to	date,	you	can	recertify	through	continuing	education	or	by	retaking	exams.	Cisco’s	continuous	learning	programs
allow	you	to	stay	current	with	the	latest	innovations,	ensuring	your	knowledge	stays	relevant	and	competitive.	Salary	of	Cisco	Certified	ProfessionalCertified	Cisco	professionals	consistently	earn	higher	salaries	compared	to	their	non-certified	peers.	Here’s	a	look	at	the	average	salaries	for	Cisco-certified	roles	in	India	and	the	US		Certification	Level
India	Avg.	Salary	(INR)	US	Avg.	Salary	(USD)	Entry-Level	(CCST)	3-6	LPA	$45,000−$60,000	Associate	(CCNA)	5-12	LPA	$60,000−$85,000	Professional	(CCNP)	10-25	LPA	$80,000−$120,000	Expert	(CCIE)	20-40	LPA+	$110,000−$180,000+	Who	Should	Get	a	Cisco	Certification?	If	you’re	looking	to	advance	in	a	tech	career	that	involves	networking,
IT	infrastructure,	or	cybersecurity,	Cisco	certification	is	the	key	to	standing	out.	Cisco	is	widely	used	by	global	enterprises,	and	a	certification	tells	employers	that	you	have	the	practical	skills	needed	to	manage	their	network	infrastructure.	Professionals	who	would	benefit	from	Cisco	certification	include:	1.	Network	Administrators	2.	System
Engineers	3.	Security	Analysts	4.	IT	Support	Technicians	5.	Cloud	Engineers	Did	You	Know?CCNA	certification	ranks	as	one	of	the	top	20	highest-paying	certifications	for	IT	professionals.	By	getting	certified,	you	increase	your	earning	potential	while	also	gaining	access	to	some	of	the	most	sought-after	positions	in	the	tech	industry.	What	Can	You	Do
with	a	Cisco	Certification?	Cisco	certifications	open	doors	to	a	wide	variety	of	IT	roles	across	many	industries.	Here	are	some	positions	you	can	pursue:	Here's	all	the	necessary	information	in	a	table	format:		Certification	Level	Certifications	Roles	Entry-Level	Roles	Cisco	Certified	Technician	(CCT),	Cisco	Certified	Support	Technician	(CCST)	IT	Help
Desk	Support,	Tier	1	Network	Support,	Customer	Support	Technician	Associate-Level	Roles	CCNA,	Cisco	Certified	DevNet	Associate,	Cisco	Certified	CyberOps	Associate	Network	Engineer	(CCNA),	DevNet	Developer,	Cybersecurity	Analyst	Professional	&	Expert	Roles	CCNP,	CCIE	Network	Architect,	Cybersecurity	Engineer,	Cloud	Solutions	Architect
How	Does	Cisco	Certification	Compare	to	Its	Competitors?	Choose	Cisco	for	networking	expertise,	AWS	for	cloud	careers,	or	CompTIA	for	foundational	IT	skills—each	path	offers	unique	advantages	based	on	your	career	goals.	Here’s	a	table	comparing	Cisco	with	its	competitors:		Category	Cisco	AWS	CompTIA	Juniper	Best	For	Enterprise	networking,
security	infrastructure	Cloud	architecture,	DevOps,	serverless	computing	Entry-level	IT,	foundational	cybersecurity	ISP/carrier	networks	Salary	Range	(Global)	60K−180K	(₹5L-₹40L)	90K−200K+	(₹8L-₹50L+)	50K−120K	(₹3L-₹15L)	Varies	by	region	and	niche	Exam	Difficulty	&	Cost	Hands-on	exams	(300−1,600	per	exam)	Focus	on	cloud	concepts
(100−300	per	exam)	Theoretical	exams,	affordable	(250−400	per	exam)	Specialized	exams	(cost	varies)	Recertification	Requirements	Every	3	years	(exam	or	continuing	education)	Every	2	years	(must	retake	current	exam)	Every	3	years	(CEUs	or	higher	exams)	Varies	by	certification	Geographic	Demand	Dominates	traditional	enterprises	(banks,
government)	Leads	in	tech	hubs	(Silicon	Valley,	Bangalore)	Popular	in	North	America	and	entry-level	markets	Niche	demand	in	ISP/carrier	networks	Emerging	Tech	Focus	Strong	in	SD-WAN,	Zero	Trust,	IoT	networking	Leads	in	serverless,	AI/ML	cloud	services	Adding	more	cyber	analytics	content	Focuses	on	carrier	and	ISP	technologies	Job	Role
Versatility	Leads	to	specialized	roles	in	networking	and	security	Enables	both	technical	and	solutions	roles	Provides	cross-industry	mobility	Specialized	roles	in	networking	How	to	Get	Your	Cisco	Certification?The	path	to	Cisco	certification	is	relatively	easy	and	quick	if	one	is	focused	and	clear	about	their	goals.	The	following	are	various	steps	involved
in	certification:	1.	Reviewing:	Familiarize	yourself	with	exam	topics	to	identify	key	areas	for	focus.	2.	Studying	&	Training:	Choose	the	study	method	that	suits	your	learning	style	(self-paced,	instructor-led,	etc.).	3.	Practice	with	Hands-on	Approach:	Use	practice	tests,	labs,	simulation	tools,	and	sandboxes	for	real-world	experience.	4.	Scheduling	the
Test:	Schedule	your	exam	online	or	at	a	Pearson	VUE	center	to	set	a	clear	goal.	5.	Certifying:	After	passing,	claim	your	digital	certification	kit	and	celebrate	your	achievement.	6.	Recertifying:	Stay	updated	through	the	Continuing	Education	program	to	maintain	your	certification.	Start	Your	Cisco	Certification	Journey	Today!	The	statistics	speak	for
themselves—boost	your	career	with	Cisco	certifications.	81%	of	employers	associate	IT	certification	holders	with	higher	quality	work	and	greater	value.	Furthermore,	92%	of	certified	individuals	report	feeling	more	confident	in	their	abilities,	showcasing	the	personal	growth	and	professional	advancement	that	certifications	can	bring.		By	advancing
through	Cisco's	certification	levels,	you	unlock	opportunities	for	higher-paying	roles,	career	progression,	and	the	ability	to	specialize	in	areas	like	cloud	infrastructure,	data	security,	and	network	automation.		Learn	from	anywhere,	anytime	with	self-paced	courses	or	take	instructor-led	courses	from	academies	across	the	globe.	Earn	digital	badges	and
prepare	for	industry-recognized	certifications	in	topics	like	cybersecurity,	networking,	and	Python.	×Sorry	to	interruptCSS	Error	Your	certification	is	valid	for	three	years.	You	can	renew	with	Continuing	Education	credits	or	retake	exams	before	they	expire.	In	the	rapid	world	of	technology,	where	digital	infrastructure	forms	the	backbone	of	most
business	operations,	Cisco	certifications	stand	out	as	beacons	of	expertise	in	network	engineering	and	IT	security.	Whether	you’re	an	IT	professional	looking	to	enhance	your	skills	or	a	career	changer	aiming	to	break	into	the	industry,	understanding	the	landscape	of	Cisco	certifications	is	crucial.	This	comprehensive	guide	breaks	down	everything	you
need	to	know	about	Cisco	certifications,	from	the	costs	and	benefits	to	the	most	recommended	paths	for	your	career	growth.	Cisco	certification	is	a	validation	of	an	individual’s	skills	in	the	field	of	networking	and	IT.	Acquiring	a	Cisco	certification	demonstrates	a	thorough	understanding	of	networking	technologies,	leading	to	a	significant
enhancement	in	job	prospects	and	earning	potential.	Cisco	certifications	are	divided	into	five	levels,	from	the	foundational	to	the	expert	tier.	These	levels	indicate	the	complexity	of	the	exam	and	the	experience	required	to	pass	them.	At	the	base,	the	Entry	level	certification,	such	as	Cisco	Certified	Technician	(CCT)	or	Cisco	Certified	DevNet	Associate,
provides	a	starting	point	for	your	IT	Certifications.	Associate	certifications	include	the	widely	recognized	CCNA	(Cisco	Certified	Network	Associate)	and	CCDA	(Cisco	Certified	Design	Associate).	These	certifications	affirm	the	holder’s	ability	to	operate	and	troubleshoot	network	infrastructures.	Professional	certifications,	like	CCNP	(Cisco	Certified
Network	Professional)	and	CCDP	(Cisco	Certified	Design	Professional),	indicate	a	deeper	level	of	understanding	needed	to	plan,	operate,	implement,	and	troubleshoot	complex	network	solutions.	Expert	levels,	which	include	CCIE	(Cisco	Certified	Internetwork	Expert)	and	CCAr	(Cisco	Certified	Architect),	denote	industry-leading	networking	skills	in
top	experts.	Finally,	the	Architect	designation	assesses	the	highest	Cisco	certifications,	currently	represented	only	by	the	Cisco	Certified	Architect	certification,	which	certifies	the	architectural	expertise	of	candidates.	The	comprehensive	range	of	Cisco	certifications	is	designed	to	cover	various	aspects	of	networking	and	cybersecurity.	Here	are	some
of	the	most	notable	certifications:	CCNA	(Cisco	Certified	Network	Associate):	A	popular	entry-level	certification	for	networking	engineers	that	offers	a	solid	foundation	in	network	fundamentals.	CCNP	(Cisco	Certified	Network	Professional):	One	of	the	most	advanced	Cisco	certifications,	CCNP	signifies	the	ability	to	manage	professional	level	routing
and	switching	networks.	CCIE	(Cisco	Certified	Internetwork	Expert):	Considered	one	of	the	most	prestigious	networking	certifications	worldwide,	CCIE	certifies	the	expertise	in	networking	across	various	networking	platforms.	CCDE	(Cisco	Certified	Design	Expert):	An	advanced	certification	that	focuses	on	network	architecture	and	design	principles
at	an	expert	level,	ensuring	the	ability	to	design	scalable,	reliable,	and	intelligent	network	solutions.	CCAR	(Cisco	Certified	Architect):	The	pinnacle	of	Cisco	certifications,	CCAR	recognizes	the	architectural	expertise	of	network	designers	who	can	support	the	increasingly	complex	networks	of	global	organizations	and	effectively	translate	business
strategies	into	evolutionary	technical	strategies.	Cisco	Certified	Specialist	Security	Core:	CCNP	Security	is	an	advanced	certification	that	validates	a	professional’s	skills	in	designing,	implementing,	and	managing	security	solutions	on	Cisco	networks.	Professionals	with	this	certification	are	trained	to	ensure	network	security	against	threats,	protect
data,	and	maintain	availability	of	critical	services.	SCOR	(Implementing	and	Operating	Cisco	Security	Core	Technologies)	is	the	core	exam	for	the	CCNP	Security	certification.	This	exam	assesses	knowledge	and	skills	in	implementing	and	operating	Cisco	security	technologies,	including	network	security,	cloud	security,	content	security,	and	more.
Cisco	Certified	Specialist	Enterprise	Core:	CCNP	Enterprise	is	a	certification	that	validates	the	skills	needed	to	design,	implement,	operate,	and	troubleshoot	enterprise	networks.	Professionals	with	this	certification	are	experts	in	enterprise	network	infrastructures,	including	technologies	like	IPv4	and	IPv6,	virtualization,	security,	automation,	and
more.	ENCOR	(Implementing	and	Operating	Cisco	Enterprise	Network	Core	Technologies)	is	the	essential	exam	for	obtaining	the	CCNP	Enterprise	certification.	This	exam	covers	core	technology	areas	and	validates	skills	in	enterprise	infrastructure,	including	dual-stack	architecture,	virtualization,	infrastructure,	security,	and	automation.	Cisco
Certified	Specialist	Service	Provider	Core:	CCNP	Service	Provider	is	a	certification	aimed	at	professionals	working	in	service	provider	environments.	It	validates	the	skills	needed	to	design,	implement,	and	operate	service	provider	networks,	with	focuses	on	networking,	security,	and	automation.	SPCOR	(Implementing	and	Operating	Cisco	Service
Provider	Network	Core	Technologies)	is	the	core	exam	for	obtaining	the	CCNP	Service	Provider	certification.	This	exam	focuses	on	essential	technology	skills	needed	in	a	service	provider	environment,	emphasizing	networking,	security,	automation,	and	more.	Cisco	Certified	Specialist	Collaboration	Core:	CCNP	Collaboration	is	a	certification	that
validates	the	skills	of	collaboration	engineers	in	implementing,	operating,	and	troubleshooting	Cisco	collaboration	solutions.	It	covers	key	collaboration	technologies	such	as	collaboration	infrastructure,	design,	protocols,	codecs,	and	endpoints.	CLCOR	(Implementing	and	Operating	Cisco	Collaboration	Core	Technologies)	is	the	core	exam	for	obtaining
the	CCNP	Collaboration	certification.	This	exam	covers	core	collaboration	technologies,	including	infrastructure	and	design,	protocols,	codecs,	and	endpoints.	Cisco	Certified	Specialist	Data	Center	Core:	CCNP	Data	Center	is	a	certification	that	validates	skills	in	designing,	implementing,	and	operating	Cisco	data	center	solutions.	Professionals	with
this	certification	are	experts	in	networks,	computing,	storage	networking,	automation,	and	security	in	data	center	environments.	DCCOR	(Implementing	and	Operating	Cisco	Data	Center	Core	Technologies)	is	the	core	exam	for	obtaining	the	CCNP	Data	Center	certification.	This	exam	focuses	on	areas	such	as	networks,	computing,	storage	networking,
automation,	and	security	in	data	center	solutions.	Cisco	Certified	DevNet	Professional:	DEVNET	Professional	is	a	certification	for	developers	working	with	Cisco	platforms	and	APIs.	It	validates	skills	in	developing	applications	that	leverage	Cisco	technologies	to	automate	and	enhance	network	and	service	operations.	DEVCOR	(Developing	Applications
Using	Cisco	Core	Platforms	and	APIs)	is	the	core	exam	for	obtaining	the	DEVNET	Professional	certification.	This	exam	is	aimed	at	developers	and	assesses	skills	in	developing	applications	using	Cisco	platforms	and	APIs.	Obtaining	a	Cisco	certification	comes	with	an	array	of	benefits	that	can	exponentially	boost	one’s	IT	career.	With	the	networking
industry	continually	evolving,	employers	value	certifications	as	evidence	of	your	commitment	to	professional	growth.	Cisco	certifications,	in	particular,	are	renowned	for	their	ability	to	open	up	new	career	opportunities.	Higher-level	certifications	like	CCIE	have	become	a	standard	for	job	postings	that	seek	seasoned	professionals.	They	often	lead	to
roles	with	substantial	responsibility	and	strategic	importance	within	an	organization.	The	implementation	of	new	technologies	and	the	increasing	data	demands	mean	that	professionals	with	specialized	networking	skills	are	in	high	demand.	Cisco	certified	professionals	often	command	higher	salaries	than	their	non-certified	peers.	Cisco	certification	is
a	testimony	to	your	in-depth	expertise	in	Cisco	technologies.	It	signifies	a	professional	level	of	understanding	and	ability	to	adapt	to	newer	technologies	and	networking	trends.	Cisco	is	a	globally	recognized	IT	and	networking	brand.	A	Cisco	certification	carries	significant	weight	in	the	international	job	market,	making	it	easier	to	transition	and	find
employment	abroad.	In	a	crowded	job	market,	Cisco	certifications	can	give	you	a	competitive	edge.	With	certified	professionals	in	short	supply,	having	a	Cisco	certification	can	make	you	a	more	attractive	candidate	to	employers.	The	pathway	to	Cisco	certification	begins	with	the	selection	of	the	appropriate	certification	track	based	on	your	interests
and	career	goals.	For	beginners,	it’s	advised	to	start	with	an	entry-level	certification,	such	as	CCNA,	to	build	a	foundational	understanding	of	networking	concepts	and	techniques.	Deciding	on	the	best	Cisco	certification	depends	on	your	career	aspirations	and	current	skillset.	If	you’re	interested	in	IT	networking,	CCNA	is	a	great	first	step.	For	those
interested	in	cybersecurity,	CCNA	CyberOps	or	CCNA	Security	could	be	more	appropriate.	Each	certification	track	has	a	set	of	associated	exams	that	focus	on	different	areas	of	networking,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	a	path	that	aligns	with	your	professional	goals.	Mapping	Cisco	Certifications	to	Enterprise	Roles:	CCNA	Routing	and	Switching
prepares	professionals	for	entry-level	network	engineer	roles,	network	administrator,	and	support	technician	roles,	focusing	on	foundational	knowledge	in	networking,	IP	connectivity,	IP	services,	security	fundamentals,	and	automation	and	programmability.	CCNA	Wireless	is	geared	towards	network	administrators	and	engineers	in	wireless
environments,	focusing	on	wireless	LAN	fundamentals,	security,	and	wireless	networking	principles	and	technology	CCNA	Security	maps	to	entry-level	security	roles,	such	as	a	Security	Administrator	or	Network	Security	Specialist,	where	foundational	security	knowledge	is	needed	to	secure	network	devices.	CyberOps	Associate	is	designed	for	roles
like	Cybersecurity	Operations	Analyst	or	Security	Operations	Center	(SOC)	Operator,	focusing	on	the	skills	required	for	incident	detection	and	response.	CCNP	Security	certification	aligns	with	mid-level	security	positions,	such	as	Security	Engineer	or	Network	Security	Engineer,	involving	more	advanced	security	solutions	including	VPNs,	identity
services,	and	firewalls.	CCIE	Security	is	for	expert-level	roles	such	as	Chief	Security	Officer,	Lead	Security	Engineer,	or	Security	Architect,	requiring	deep	knowledge	in	securing	a	complex	network	and	protecting	against	threats.	CCNP	Enterprise	suits	professionals	aiming	for	high-level	network	engineering	roles,	such	as	Network	Engineers,
Network	Specialists,	or	Network	Administrators,	focusing	on	infrastructure	including	routing,	switching,	and	wireless.	CCIE	Enterprise	Wireless	fits	roles	centered	around	complex	wireless	networks,	such	as	Wireless	Network	Architect	or	Senior	Wireless	Engineer,	requiring	expertise	in	implementing	wireless	solutions.	CCIE	Data	Center	matches
with	Specialist	roles	in	data	center	environments,	such	as	Data	Center	Architects	or	Engineers,	focusing	on	managing	and	operating	a	modern	data	center	infrastructure.	CCDE	is	aimed	at	expert-level	Network	Design	Engineers,	Network	Leads,	or	Network	Architects	responsible	for	designing	complex	network	infrastructures	supporting	enterprise
needs.	This	mapping	provides	professionals	with	a	clear	path	from	certification	to	career	roles,	ensuring	that	acquired	skills	are	relevant	and	directly	applicable	to	industry	demands.	The	cost	of	Cisco	certifications	varies,	influenced	by	the	certification	level	and	preparation	resources.	Entry-level	exams	start	at	about	$200,	while	professional	and
expert	levels	may	exceed	$400.	Total	costs	include	study	materials	($50-$300),	training	courses	($300-$5000),	and	exam	fees.	Entry-level	certifications	require	100-150	hours	of	study	and	training	for	a	2-hour	exam.	Professional	levels	need	200-300	hours	for	2-3	hour	exams.	Expert	levels	demand	over	500	hours	and	up	to	an	8-hour	exam.	Cisco
Learning	Credits	offer	a	cost-reduction	method,	allowing	for	training	courses,	exams,	and	services	redemption.	Discounts	and	promotions	can	also	lower	costs.	Here’s	an	addition	with	costs,	training,	and	average	time	for	specific	certifications:	Cisco	CCNA:	Exam	costs	around	$300.	Training	costs	vary	but	expect	to	spend	$500-$4000.	Average	study
and	training	time	is	100-150	hours.	Cisco	CCNP	Collaboration:	Exam	costs	approximately	$400	per	exam	(2	exams	required),	with	training	costs	around	$1000-$4000.	Study	and	training	time	averages	200-300	hours.	Cisco	CyberOps	Professional:	Exam	fees	are	about	$400	per	exam	(2	exams	required),	with	training	costs	estimated	at	$1000-$4000.
Requires	roughly	200-300	hours	of	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCNP	Data	Center:	Each	exam	costs	around	$400	(2-3	exams	needed),	and	training	costs	can	range	from	$1000-$4000.	Expect	to	invest	200-300	hours	in	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCNP	Security:	Exams	cost	about	$400	each	(2-3	exams),	with	training	costs	similar	to	the	Data	Center	at
$1000-$4000.	Requires	200-300	hours	of	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCNP	Service	Provider:	Exam	pricing	is	around	$400	per	exam	(2-3	exams)	with	training	costs	estimated	at	$1000-$4000.	Study	and	training	time	falls	within	the	200-300	hour	range.	Cisco	CCNP	Enterprise:	Requires	a	$400	expenditure	per	exam	(2	exams	for	certification)	and
training	costs	around	$1000-$4000.	Study	and	training	time	is	approximately	200-300	hours.	Cisco	CCDE:	Exam	costs	about	$1600	for	the	practical	exam,	with	the	qualification	exam	costing	around	$450.	Training	and	preparation	can	cost	from	$2000-$6000,	with	study	time	varying	greatly	depending	on	experience.	Cisco	CCIE	Collaboration:	Each
lab	exam	costs	about	$1600,	not	including	the	$450	for	the	qualifying	exam.	Training	costs	can	range	from	$2000-$6000,	with	a	significant	investment	of	500-700	hours	in	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCIE	Data	Center:	Lab	exam	fees	are	$1600	each,	plus	$450	for	the	qualification	exam.	Training	expenses	range	from	$2000-$6000,	with	an	extensive
500-700	hours	required	for	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCIE	Security:	Lab	exams	cost	$1600	each,	plus	$450	for	the	qualification	exam.	Expect	to	spend	$2000-$6000	on	training,	with	500-700	hours	of	study	and	training	needed.	Cisco	CCIE	Service	Provider:	The	lab	exam	costs	$1600,	in	addition	to	$450	for	the	qualifying	exam.	Training	costs	are
between	$2000-$6000,	with	a	comprehensive	500-700	hours	of	study	and	training.	Cisco	CCIE	Enterprise	Wireless:	Lab	exam	pricing	is	$1600,	with	a	qualification	exam	fee	of	$450.	Training	expenses	can	range	from	$2000-$6000,	requiring	a	significant	500-700	hours	of	study	and	preparation.	Cisco’s	system	of	Learning	Credits	can	help	manage
these	costs,	and	staying	informed	on	Cisco’s	promotional	offers	can	further	reduce	expenses.	The	job	market	for	Cisco	certified	professionals	is	robust.	With	a	Cisco	certification,	you	can	pursue	roles	such	as	network	administrator,	systems	engineer,	network	analyst,	or	even	become	a	Chief	Information	Officer	(CIO)	or	Chief	Technology	Officer	(CTO).
Cisco	certifications	can	also	serve	as	a	stepping	stone	to	broader	IT	management	and	consultancy	roles.	Firefly	stands	out	as	a	premier	choice	for	Cisco	certification	training	due	to	its	holistic	approach	to	learning.	The	institute	offers	a	wide	range	of	courses	designed	to	prepare	individuals	for	every	stage	of	the	Cisco	certification	process.	These
courses	are	taught	by	experienced	instructors	who	not	only	guide	you	through	the	curriculum	but	also	offer	practical	insights	to	enhance	your	learning	experience.	In	addition,	Firefly	provides	a	supportive	learning	environment	and	state-of-the-art	resources,	ensuring	that	you	have	the	best	possible	chance	to	succeed	in	your	certification	goals.	With	a
track	record	of	producing	skilled	and	knowledgeable	professionals,	Firefly	is	the	ideal	partner	for	your	Cisco	certification	endeavor.	Ready	to	start	your	Cisco	certification	journey?	Explore	our	courses	and	join	the	ranks	of	skilled	professionals	today!	Click	here:	Firefly	Cloud	Courses	Cisco	certifications	remain	a	powerful	tool	for	advancing	and
accelerating	your	career	in	IT	and	networking.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	professional	looking	to	stay	current	or	someone	aiming	to	break	into	the	industry,	investing	in	Cisco	certification	can	redefine	your	job	prospects	and	earning	potential.	By	understanding	the	different	certification	levels,	selecting	the	right	certification	for	your	career	path,
preparing	strategically,	and	choosing	the	best	training	provider,	you	can	pave	the	way	to	a	brighter	professional	future.	The	technology	sector	awaits	your	expertise.	Take	the	first	step	with	Cisco	certifications	and	set	your	IT	career	on	the	path	to	success.	Sign	up	for	Cisco	certification	training	with	Firefly	today,	and	unlock	the	doors	to	new	career
opportunities	in	networking	and	IT	security.	Don’t	just	follow	the	changes	in	technology,	lead	them	with	your	Cisco	certified	expertise.	With	computers	such	a	large	part	of	both	our	personal	and	professional	lives,	being	knowledgeable	of	computers	is	almost	a	must.	However,	just	being	computer-savvy	isn’t	enough	if	you’re	interested	in	this	career
field.	Obtaining	certifications,	such	as	Cisco	certification,	can	make	a	big	difference	in	your	level	of	knowledge	and	your	career	opportunities.	Read	below	to	learn	more	about	the	various	Cisco	certifications	and	how	they	can	help.	Overview	of	Cisco	Certifications	Many	people	use	the	terms	Cisco	certificate	and	Cisco	certification	interchangeably,	but
they	are	two	very	different	things.	If	you	complete	a	Cisco	course,	you’ll	probably	get	a	certificate	of	completion,	but	you’re	not	certified.	To	earn	Cisco	certification,	you	must	complete	the	respective	Cisco	training	AND	pass	a	certification	exam.	Another	difference	is	that	you’ll	always	have	your	certificate,	but	Cisco	certifications	only	last	from	2	to	5
years,	depending	on	the	certification.	To	maintain	your	certification,	you’ll	need	to	either	take	a	recertification	exam	or	advance	to	the	next	level	of	certification.	Cisco	certification	is	one	of	the	most	highly	recognized	and	respected	certifications	in	the	IT	industry.	It’s	an	acknowledgement	showing	your	knowledgeable	of	computers	and/or	computer
networking.	Cisco	certification	also	demonstrates	that	you’ve	attained	a	certain	level	of	training	in	that	specific	area.	How	Many	Cisco	Certifications	Are	There?	Cisco	offers	many	types	of	Cisco	certifications.	Cisco	certifications	are	broken	down	into	five	levels	and	each	level	offers	several	certifications,	as	listed	below.	1.	Entry	–	Cisco	Certified	Entry
Networking	Technician	(CCENT);	Cisco	Certified	Technician	(CCT)	2.	Associate	–	Cisco	Certified	Network	Associate	(CCNA);	Cisco	Certified	Design	Associate	(CCDA)	3.	Professional	–	Cisco	Certified	Design	Professional	(CCDP);	Cisco	Certified	Network	Professional	(CCNP)	4.	Expert	–	Cisco	Certified	Design	Expert	(CCDE);	Cisco	Certified
Internetwork	Expert	(CCIE)	5.	Architect	–	Cisco	Certified	Architect	(CCA)	The	levels	are	determined	by	your	skill	level	and	the	years	of	networking	experience	you	have.	After	one	level	is	completed,	you	can	study	and	advance	to	the	next	level.	Many	of	the	Cisco	certifications	act	as	prerequisites	for	other	ones.	In	addition	to	the	various	levels,	Cisco
certifications	also	cover	the	following	technology	tracks.	Each	certification	level	offers	the	opportunity	to	become	certified	in	several	of	the	technology	tracks,	which	may	include	the	following:	Routing	and	Switching	Design	Security	Video	Voice	Data	Center	Wireless	Service	Provider	Service	Provider	Operations	Collaboration	For	instance,	an
individual	starting	his	or	her	career	in	networking	may	obtain	the	entry	level	certifications,	which	include	the	CCENT	and	CCT	certifications.	The	CCT	certification	offers	the	Data	Center;	Routing	and	Switching;	and	TelePresence	tracks.	Or,	an	individual	obtaining	the	CCNA	certification	can	be	pursue	the	routing	and	switching,	data	center,	security,
service	provider,	service	provider	operations,	wireless,	video	and	voice.	Who	Should	Consider	Cisco	Certifications?	Cisco	certifications	are	typically	aimed	at	individuals	who	are	interested	in	careers	in	computer	networking,	which	may	include	network	systems	administrator,	network	analyst,	network	systems	engineer,	network	service	technician	and
network/information	systems	manager,	among	others.	With	the	computer	networking	such	a	huge	part	of	the	business	world,	just	having	a	degree	is	often	not	enough	to	be	competitive	in	the	workplace.	Employers	prefer	certification;	in	fact,	many	require	their	computer	networking	professionals	obtain	certification.	As	stated	above,	you	can	start	at
the	entry	level	and	advance	through	more	sophisticated	certifications	as	you	complete	advanced	training	and	gain	more	experience.	The	CCNA	is	usually	for	people	with	0-2	years	of	experience,	while	the	professional-level	CCNP	is	chosen	by	those	with	2-5	years	experience	and	the	expert-level	CCIE	certification	is	for	those	with	at	least	five	years	of
network	engineering	work	experience.	What	Will	The	Candidates	Learn?	Obtaining	Cisco	certifications	requires	completion	of	Cisco	training	in	the	respective	areas.	The	CCNA	training	provides	students	with	the	knowledge	of	computer	networking	and	internetworking.	They	learn	to	configure,	install,	maintain	and	troubleshoot	both	routed	and
switched	networks.	IT	Track	video	demonstrating	how	to	copy	an	IOS	image	file	from	a	TFTP	server	to	the	flash	memory	on	your	router	or	switch.	Thanks	for	watching!	The	CCDA	training	prepares	students	to	design	security,	voice,	data	center	and	wireless	networks.	Students	with	CCDP	certification	are	qualified	to	design	and	implement	advanced
multi-layers	switched	enterprise	architecture,	including	wireless	domains,	virtual	private	networking	and	large	network	components.	The	CCNP,	which	offers	several	tracks,	is	for	network	professionals	who	want	to	work	on	advanced	and	complex	network	solutions,	implementing	and	troubleshooting	both	LAN	and	WAN.	The	CCIE	certification	is
known	worldwide	as	the	most	prestigious	and	impressive	networking	certification	in	the	industry	and	is	used	by	networking	experts	who	work	with	extremely	complex	network	collaborations.	Individuals	are	expected	to	have	3-5	years	experience	before	attempting	to	obtain	this	certification.	While	many	of	the	certifications	do	not	have	prerequisite
courses,	many	require	other	certifications	first.	What	Are	The	Benefits?	The	benefits	of	obtaining	and	maintaining	Cisco	certification	are	almost	endless.	Cisco	certifications	signify	not	only	knowledge	and	expertise	in	the	IT	industry	but	also	demonstrate	a	commitment	to	this	field.	Unlike	some	other	certifications	in	this	field,	Cisco	will	not	only	boost
your	career	development,	but	will	give	you	in	depth	knowledge	and	expertise.	Computer	networking	professionals	with	multiple	Cisco	certifications	generally	have	excellent	career	opportunities	with	good	wage	potentials.	The	U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	predicted	an	employment	growth	of	up	to	12%	for	network	and	computer	systems
administrators	through	2022.	According	to	a	2014	report	by	PayScale.com,	the	average	wages	for	computer	and	networking	professionals	with	CCNA	certification	range	from	$50,000	to	almost	$100,000	or	more.	Network	administrators	were	earning	about	$57,241,	while	network	engineers	were	earning	$66,440.	Senior	network	engineers	earned	an
average	of	more	than	$91,000,	and	Information	Technology	Directors	earned	more	than	$89,000.	Wages	for	these	professionals	vary	by	location,	level	of	training	and	demographics.	The	number	and	type	of	certifications	obtained	by	the	individual	definitely	plays	a	role	in	career	opportunities	available.	Your	certification	is	valid	for	three	years.	You	can
renew	with	Continuing	Education	credits	or	retake	exams	before	they	expire.	by	Michael	Cheary	Looking	for	a	career	in	networking?	You	should	consider	Cisco…If	you	want	to	break	into	the	world	of	technology,	there	are	few	qualifications	as	rewarding	as	Cisco.	However,	if	the	word	‘Cisco’	only	makes	you	think	of	a	certain	song	from	the	early
2000s,	you’ve	got	a	lot	more	to	learn.Not	sure	where	to	start?	Here’s	a	quick	rundown	of	what	you	need	to	know	about	Cisco:What	is	Cisco?Cisco	Systems	is	a	worldwide	leader	in	the	field	of	networking	(the	technical	variety),	who	aim	to	transform	how	people	connect,	communicate,	engage	and	co-operate	with	each	other.Their	career	certifications
are	industry-leading,	and	aim	to	demonstrate	a	candidate’s	ability	to	program,	manage	and	maintain	different	types	of	networks.Five	reasons	to	work	in	techWhat	are	the	different	Cisco	qualifications?There	are	five	levels	of	certification,	which	are	based	upon	your	expertise	in	different	areas	of	networking.	They	are:Entry	(CCENT)Associate	(CCNA,
CCDA)Professional	(CCNP,	CCDP)Expert	(CCDE,	CCIE)Architect	(CCAr)After	completing	the	entry-level	qualification	(CCENT),	you	can	choose	to	specialise	in	any	one	of	the	following	subject	areas:	Routing	&	Switching,	Data	Centre,	Design,	Security,	Service	Provider,	Service	Provider	Operations,	Video,	Voice	and	Wireless.The	letters	of	the
acronyms	above	correspond	to	the	different	specialisms.View	all	Cisco	coursesWhat	do	the	different	Cisco	subjects	mean?Routing	&	Switching	–	covers	the	skills	required	for	managing,	operating	and	troubleshooting	routing	and	switching	networks.	This	is	the	most	popular	Cisco	certification	path.Data	Centre	–	builds	and	authenticates	knowledge	of
data	centre	design,	equipment	installation	and	maintenance.Design	–	covers	how	to	plan,	design	and	build	complex	systems.	Most	suitable	for	those	who	are	interested	in	how	to	put	systems	together.Security	–	teaches	how	to	keep	networks	secure,	and	how	to	deal	with	a	variety	of	security	threats.	Great	for	those	looking	to	move	into	a	career	as	a
Security	Administrator	or	Network/Security	Specialist.Service	Provider	–	focuses	on	the	latest	in	service	providing	technology,	and	how	to	relate	these	to	building	and	maintaining	relevant	networks.Service	Provider	Operations	–	builds	and	validates	skills	in	a	troubleshooting	environment	within	carrier	class	IP	NGN	network	infrastructure.Video	–
teaches	how	to	deploy	video	end-points,	set-up	new	users,	and	operate	networked	video	solutions.Voice	–	validates	advanced	knowledge	and	skills	required	to	integrate	collaboration	and	voice	applications	into	network	structures.Wireless	–	concerned	with	the	design,	implementation,	security,	and	operation	of	wireless	networks	and	mobility
infrastructures.	Increasingly	popular,	as	wireless	networks	are	fast	becoming	the	standard.Why	do	I	need	Cisco?Cisco	career	certifications	are	amongst	the	most	recognised	IT	and	networking	specific	qualifications	in	the	world.	It	is	estimated	that	there	are	approximately	one	million	active	students,	in	over	165	different	countries.Here	are	a	few	of
the	key	benefits	of	getting	qualified:	You’ll	learn	key	skills	to	help	you	break	into	a	career	in	networkingYou’ll	be	able	to	prove	your	practical	skills	through	an	industry	recognised	certificationYou’ll	qualify	for	a	number	of	networking	roles,	with	many	employers	considering	Cisco	certifications	a	prerequisiteYou	could	boost	your	earning	potential	You’ll
be	able	to	progress	further	in	your	career	How	to	become	a	Network	AdministratorHow	much	can	I	earn	once	qualified?This	will	vary	depending	on	individual	employer	and	location.	As	a	general	guideline,	once	CCNA	qualified	your	starting	salary	should	be	somewhere	around	the	£25,000	mark.However,	once	you’ve	reached	a	good	level	of
experience	and	progress	through	the	industry,	salaries	begin	to	become	quite	lucrative.	In	fact,	many	at	the	Expert	or	Architect	level	command	salaries	at	six-figure	levels.View	all	Cisco	jobsTech	interview	questionsHow	much	will	it	cost?The	price	of	each	course	varies	depending	on	the	level	you	wish	to	take.	However,	prices	will	usually	start	at
around	the	£100	level.What	methods	of	learning	are	there?In	many	cases,	this	will	be	completely	up	to	you.	So	if	you	feel	online	learning	offers	you	the	flexibility	you’re	after	or	you’re	more	comfortable	in	a	classroom,	you	can	choose	the	type	of	course	that	suits	you	best.However,	some	exams	may	have	to	be	taken	at	an	officially	recognised
examination	centre	–	regardless	of	your	study	method.	How	long	will	it	take?The	majority	of	Cisco	courses	are	self-paced,	meaning	how	long	they	take	will	largely	depend	on	how	much	time	you	can	dedicate	to	the	course.As	a	basic	indication,	CCENT	qualifications	should	only	take	a	short	time	(around	30	hours	until	completion),	although	some	of	the
more	senior	Associate	and	Expert	qualifications	can	take	somewhere	closer	to	100	hours	to	complete.Advantages	of	becoming	Cisco	qualifiedAs	the	global	leader	in	networking	solutions,	becoming	Cisco	qualified	will	not	only	lead	to	greater	respect	within	the	industry,	it	will	also	lead	to	a	multitude	of	opportunities	for	career	progression.Add	to	this
more	lucrative	salaries	and	the	opportunity	to	carry	on	improving	your	knowledge,	and	you’ll	see	why	so	many	people	around	the	world	see	Cisco	certifications	as	the	perfect	way	to	kick-start	their	career	in	networking.Five	reasons	you	should	become	Cisco	qualified	right	nowReady	to	get	started?	View	all	Cisco	courses	now.	Sign	up	for	more
Career	Advice	Prove	your	skills	in	all	things	security	infrastructure,	including	network,	cloud,	and	content	security,	endpoint	protection	and	detection,	secure	network	access,	visibility,	and	enforcement.


